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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. — 
registered telegraphic address, “ Advantage, London ; Code, 5th 
Edition A.B.C.; telephone number, 12807 Central. ‘A statement 
of the objects and work of the Branch will be found on p. 459, 


Attention is directed to the Sample Room at the above address, 
the latest additions to which are the following :— 


Reference in “‘ Board 
of Trade Journal,” 





Samples. 





Date. Page. 





Phosphate from Natal eee 29th Apr., 1909, 228 
Woollen Sashes (* Kusbaks”) sold in Turkey a | 15th . - 109 
Candelilla Plant and Wax produced therefrom in Mexico is "i ge 
Blanket required by Norwegian Naval Authorities oe | 25th Mar., 5, 556 
Cloth, stated to be of Austrian make, sold at Monastir... 18th _,, » | ol0 
Court Plaster (German) and Paper (Dutch), both bearing 

British Royal Arms, sold in Spain mA 25th Feb., | 871 
Woollen Blanket required by Egyptian Prisons Department ie . 358 
Standard Fair Average Quality Western Australian 

Wheat of 1908-9 __.... ees one i ne . 389 
“ Vegetable ”’ Asbestos produced in Chungking eee .. | 24th Dec., 1908 | 620 
Silk from Wild Cocoons in Manchuria... _— oss | MGR! » | Se 
“ Machetes”’ sold in Panama a - » | 546 
Cardigan Jackets and ‘‘ Shal” sold at Diarbekir . soot SE sie 5 | 494 
Rice and Cotton from Bolivia oled oes or an | 12th Nov. ,, : 333 


! 


yy > Renledian are , given on 1D. 459 respecting the Register of 
British firms who may desire to receive Confidential Information 
relative to their respective trades. 

A Trade Enquiry Office has been established at 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C., by the Government of the Dominion of Canada, 
A list of Colonial Trade Enquiry Offices will be found on p. 460. 








a 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE, 


BRITISH INDIA. 


According to the official ‘‘ Indian Trade Journal” (Calcutta) of 

Plant for eae i is ieee pm LE Naa yea 

Glass Factory. conducted at Ennur, a ew miles north of 

Madras, have proved successful. A factory is 

accordingly to be erected in Madras for the manufacture of soda 
water bottles, and also glass bricks and tiles. 
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BRITISH INDIA-—continued. 


According to the “Times of India” of 1st May a license for the 
er supply of electricity in Rangoon has been 
perme atent granted to the Rangoon Electric Tramway and 
— Supply Company; it will be called the 

“ Rangoon (Cantonment) Electric License, 1909.” 


CANADA. 


The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 

Offices of the High Commissioner for Canada, 17, 

Victoria Street, London, 8.W., whence further 

information regarding them may be obtained :— 
HOME ENQUIRIES. 

A London firm wish to open up business connections in Canada 
for the sale of electrical steel conduit and accessories, tumbler 
switches and arc lamps. ‘They are prepared to appoint agents. 

Enquiry is made for the names of persons in the fruit-growing 
districts of Nova Scotia, Ontario and British Columbia who might 
be willing to push the sale of arsenate of lead, extract of quassia, 
quassia chips and other insecticides. 

A London firm of ladies’ tailors wish to get into direct touch 
with buyers in Canada of ladies’ tailored coats, and coats and skirts. 

A North of England firm are desirous of obtaining agencies for 
Canadian lumber exporters. 

A London firm of printing ink manufacturers wish to appoint 
agents in Montreal, St. John and Vancouver. 

Enquiry is made by a firm in the North of England for the 
names of Canadian importers of seeds, bulbs, &c. 

A North of England firm wish to appoint agents in-Canada to 
sell for them their Scotch-grown mangold and swede seeds; also 
Scotch-grown seed potatoes. 

Enquiry has been made by a firm in Lancashire manufacturing 
turbine plant for the names of proprietors of collieries and steel 
works in Canada. 

A Yorkshire firm wish to get into touch with a first-class firm in 
Canada who might be willing to push the sale of their photographic 
requisites in the Dominion. 

Enguiry is made by a London firm for the names of persons in 
Canada willing to take up an agency for the sale of corks. 

A Manchester firm are desirous of securing the representation 
of a first-class Canadian canned goods exporter. 

A North of England firm wish to get into communication with 
Canadian importers of pig iron, manufactured steel and iron, metals, 
coal, heavy chemicals, wire rope, &c. 

CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 

A correspondent in the Province of Ontario, claiming to own 

phosphate, magnetic iron, hematite iron, galena, zinc, mica, feld- 





Commercial 
Enquiries. 
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CANADA—continued. 


spar, asbestos, cobalt: and silver, copper and molybdenite mines, -is 
desirous of getting into touch with United Kingdom buyers. 

A Montreal correspondent wishes to get into communication 
with United Kingdom manufacturers of ladies’ and gentlemen’s lined 
Mocha, reindeer and kid gloves who may require representation in 
Canada. 

A Vancouver correspondent wishes to enter into correspondence 
with United Kingdom manufacturers of tin plate and cannery 
supplies. 

A Montreal firm able to export supplies of new woollen clippings 
and old woollen rags wish to get into communication with United 
Kingdom buyers. 

A correspondent in the Province of Quebec wishes to get into 
touch with commission merchants in London and Liverpool willing 
to dispose of supplies of dry codfish in casks. 

A British Columbia correspondent wishes to be placed in com- 
munication with a United Kingdom firm desiring representation 
in his Province. 


Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
17, Victoria Street, London, 8.W. 


* * *« * 


The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., whence further information regarding them may be 
obtained :— 

HOME ENQUIRIES. 


The manufacturers of an antiseptic wash for polishing and clean- 
ing purposes wish to appoint suitabie Canadian representatives for 
introducing this article. 

A London firm manufacturing marine life-saving appliances such 
as life buoys, life belts, also ships’ fenders, cork floats, &c., ask to be 
placed in communication with Canadian buyers of these goods. 

A firm manufacturing marine motors wish to arrange with some 
suitable Canadian resident firm to introduce and sell their 
machinery. 

CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 


A Montreal firm of importers would like to get into communica- 
tion with United Kingdom manufacturers of fancy laces, embroi- 
deries, silks, &c. : 

A Toronto firm who are buyers of jute, hemp and flax yarns 
suitable for the manufacture of wrapping twines, and also of cotton 
waste, cotton duck, oakum, &c., are prepared to receive quotations. 
A Montreal firm of manufacturers’ representatives who cover the 











416 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [May 27, 1909. 





Openings for British Trade. 





CANADA—continued. 


whole of Canada are desirous of securing additional agencies from 
British manufacturers whose goods appeal to the stationery sundries, 
leather and fancy goods trades. Manager will be in England shortly. 

A manufacturers’ agent in Montreal possessing twenty years 
experience wishes to secure the agencies for Canada of manufacturers 
of silks for dresses, dress goods, high class ribbons, &c. United 
Kingdom references furnished. 

An enquiry has been received from Canada for the addresses of 
United Kingdom manufacturers of wrought steel sashes and window 
frames. 

A Toronto firm of manufacturers’ agents are willing to represent 
first class manufacturers of laces and silks ; also of other lines work- 
ing in with these goods. 

Note.—-For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Canadian Government City Trade 
Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade are 
Electrical informed by the Representative in London of 
Material the Commonwealth of Australia that tenders 
will be received at the office of the Deputy 
Postmaster-General, Sydney, until 2.30 p.m. on 21st July, for the 
supply and delivery, at the Departmental Stores, Sydney, of 150 
Relays, Non-polar, W. E. Co.’s type, 12,505 wound to 250 ohms, to 
schedule, N.S.W., E.E. 18/09. 

The shortest time in which delivery would be completed must 
be stated. Preference will be given to tenders complying most 
closely with the Department’s requirements for prompt delivery. 

Tenders, endorsed “Tender for Non-polar Relays,” should 
be addressed to the Deputy Postmaster-General, Sydney. 

A deposit of 5 per cent. of the amount of the tender will be 
required. 

‘Tender forms, specifications, &c., may be obtained, and preliminary 
deposits paid, at the Commonwealth Offices in London, 72, Victoria 
Street, S.W. A copy of the general conditions and form of tender 
may be seen by British firms interested on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of '‘l'rade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


A firm of buyers and shippers of all classes of goods to Melbourne 

Gieamarstel and Sydney are desirous of getting into touch 
Roquiry with importers in Brisbane. 

: Communications referring to the above should 

be addressed to the Representative in London of the Commonwealth 

of Australia, 72, Victoria Street, S.W. 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


The Acting Imperial Trade Correspondent at Adelaide (Mr. J. A. 

Riley) has forwarded an extract from the 

‘a eaheonae “ Advertiser” of 16th April, which states that 

* a Mr. M. Ferguson, who has obtained a contract 

from the South Australian Government for the supply of steel 

welded pipes, intends to erect works at Port Adelaide for their 
manufacture. 





NATAL. 


The Canadian Trade Commissioner at Durban states, in a recent 
report, that a large maize (mealie) crop may be 
expected in Natal this year. This, he remarks, 
will lead to an increased demand for all 
machinery used in connection with the raising of maize, and a 
perfectly satisfactory mealie planter should cominand a large sale. 


Maize Planting 
Machinery. 





CYPRUS. 


The “ Cyprus Gazette” of 30th April announces that the Govern- 
ment of Cyprus invite tenders for a weekly mail 
steamship service between that island and 
Eovot Egypt. Sealed tenders will be received by the 

SYP". Chief Secretary to the Government, Cyprus, up 
to Ist July. 

The services required will commence on the 15th October next, 
and the Government of Cyprus are prepared to enter into a con- 
tract with the successful tenderer for the continuance of such services 
for a period of not less than three years. 

All mails, which include all matter handled by the Post Office 
Authorities, are to be carried free of cost and embarked and disem- 
barked at the mail contractor's expense; free accommodation 
must be provided on board for two postal officials and for sorting 
the mails. 

The steamship carrying the mails must be provided with suitable 
accommodation and gear for the carriage and expeditious handling 
of general cargo. 

Further particulars may be obtained from the Chief Secretary 
to the Government, Cyprus. 

The ‘“ Gazette,” containing additional information, may be seen 
by British firms interested on application at the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 


Mail Steamship 
Service with 
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EGYPT. 


The London Agent for: the Egyptian War Office (Lieut.-Col. J. H. 
Western, C.M.G.) notifies that the Department 
invite tenders for the supply of 4,000 yards of 
coarse coloured canvas. ‘Tender forms may be 
obtained and a sample inspected at Lieut.-Col. Western’s office, 
Queen Anne’s Chambers, Westminster, London, 8.W. Tenders 
will be received at the same address not later than the first post on 
30th June, and are to remain open for 30 days from that date. 


Coloured 
Canvas. 





NORWAY. 


H.M. Consul at Christiania (Mr. F. E. Drummond-Hay, M.V.O.) 

reports that the Norwegian Naval Authorities 

Pig Iron. have issued a call for tenders* for the supply of 

60 tons of pig-iron—25 tons Middlesbrough 

No. 3 and 35 tons Gartsherrie No. 1. Tenders, marked ‘‘ Anbud 

paa rujern,” will be received at Marinens Intendantur, Horten, up 
to 1 p.m. on 2nd June. 


H.M. Consul has also forwarded a copy of the general and special 

conditions in connection with a call for tenders* 

Water Pipes. for the supply to the Norwegian State Rail- 

ways of 3,040 metres of cast-iron socket water 

pipes. Tenders, marked “ Anbud paa vandledningsrér,” will be 
received at Overingeniérens kontor, Hénefoss, up to 20th June. 


_ Copies of the conditions of tender (in Norwegian) may be seen 
by British makers on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


The British Vice-Consul at Bergen (Mr. E. F. Gray) reports that 
| tenders are invited by the Bergen Municipal 
Cast irom Pipes, Authorities for the supply of about 414 tons of 
may Lead, cast-iron pipes, 18 tons of castings, various 
, ventilators (‘“‘Stopventilor”), and about 6,500 

kilogs. of lead. 

Tenders in sealed envelopes marked “ Anbud paa materialer” 
and addressed to the office of the Bergen Waterworks and Drains 
(Bergen vand-og Kloakvaesens Kontor) will be received up to 
12th June. 

A copy of the specification and conditions of tender (in Nor- 
wegian) may be seen by British firms on application at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall 
Street, London, E.C. 


‘.* It should be noted that in all Norwegian Government contracts a preference 
of from 10 to 15 per cent. (apart from Customs duties) is given to Norwegian 
manufacturers, and that it is obligatory that a resident agent (not necessarily 
a Norwegian firm) should act for tenderers not residing in Norway. 
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SWEDEN. 


According to the “‘ Frankfurter Zeitung ” of 21st May, the Swedish 
al Legislature have sanctioned an expenditure of 

Works 23,000,000 kronor (about 1,278,000/.) for canal 

works between Venersborg and Gothenburg. 

The idea is not to construct a new canal but to make a portion of 
the Gotha canal navigable. The “ Frankfurter Zeitung” adds 
that the project is of great importance in the industrial development 
of Sweden. 





DENMARK. 


According to the ‘‘ Berlingske Tidende” (Copenhagen) of 12th 
tieiictiilnte Med May, tenders are invited for the supply of the 
Oil. Twist ial following articles to the Military Clothing 
; Factory at Copenhagen, viz. :—18,000 kilogs. 
Solway soda, 10,000 kilogs. elain oil, 10,000 kilogs. bisulphate 
(? of soda), 8,000 kilogs. glauber salts, 3,400 kilogs. fulling soap, 
3,000 kilogs. zinc powder, 2,200 kilogs. acetic acid, 2,000 kilogs. 
sulphuric acid, 1,000 kilogs. chromate of potash, 300 kilogs. alum, 
300 kilogs. twist on reels, 150 kilogs. waste twist, 150 kilogs. glue, 
8 barrels (‘Tonder) machine oil, 1 barrel green cylinder oil, &c. 
_ Tenders, accompanied by samples, will be received at the office 
of the Military Clothing Factory at Copenhagen up to 2ad June. 





NETHERLANDS. 


The ‘“ Bulletin Commercial ” (Brussels) of 22nd May announces, on 
the authority of the Belgian Legation at The 
Hague, that the Netherlands Government have 
approved the granting of a loan not bearing 
interest of 350,000 florins (about 29,1701) for the construction 
and working of a steam tramway from Gravezande to the Hook of 
Holland, from Naaldwijk to Maasluis and from Maerslandschendam 


to Delft. 


Steam Tramway 
Construction. 





GERMANY. 


The following information is from the report by H.M. Consul- 
General at Berlin (Mr. P. von Schwabach) on the trade of that 
district in 1908, which will shortly be issued :— 


A decrease in turnover took place in the drug trade, but the policy 
adopted by manufacturers of selling to retail 


=k ‘let dealers at fixed prices kept these at a fair level. 
~— one. °° almost. throughout the year. The turnover in 


fancy. soaps.and_other toilet-requisites was, no 











420 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [ May 27, 1909, 





Openings for British Trade. 


- $$ __$____—_____ 


o——- 


doubt, especially affected, because the quality of the contents was 
not always in keeping with the luxurious packing, and the general 
public, seeing that, refused to be imposed upon in this direction. 
There would appear to be a good future for such articles of the 
toilet as combine good quality and packing with a reasonable 
price ; manufacturers of such articles can depend upon the hearty 
co-operation of the druggists, who are the first to suffer from the }, 
dissatisfaction of the public. It is noteworthy that in spite of the 
vrevailing depression, British and French manufactures increased 
in favour considerably during the year. 








BELGIUM. 


The “ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels” (Brussels) of 19th—21st 
’ May announces that the Belgian State Railways 
Weigh-bridges. =, i)} shortly issue a call tor tenders for the 
supply of 30 weigh-bridges for goods wagons. ; 





FRANCE: 


The following is from the report by the British Vice-Consul at 
Bayonne (Mr. P. Schoedelin) on the trade of that district in 1908, 
which wiil shortly be issued :— 

There is room for local development in the following articles of 
ities teal ike British manufacture :—Fishing nets, sad- 
ees dlery and harness, agricultural implements, 


Agricultural Im- Pw 
. guns, whiskies and ales marketable at com- ix 
plements, Alcoholic petitive rates. 


Liquors, &c. 


There is a large demand for British cloth of the tweed and water- 
ah, Aemenl, proof varieties, as well as for made shooting 
Hats. capes, motor coats, aquascutums, d&., in 
Bayonne and district, where great numbers 
of the Spanish nobility and wealthy classes make annual purchases 
during the summer months. Specialities, such as Irish friezes, 
Harris tweeds and homespuns should find an easy market, but it is 
essential that the metric system should be used in all quotations. 
There is also a demand for British caps and hats (not straw) of 
fashionable make and quality. 


There should be a good sale for well-made British perambulators 
and mail carts, the firms dealing in_ these 

Perambulators, &c. articles being but poorly supplied with those 
of an up-to-date make. 


Harbour Works. ‘ee n>tice on p. 444. 





ees 
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PORTUGAL. 


The following information is from the report of H.M. Consul at 
Oporto (Mr. H. Grant) on the trade of that district in 1908, which 
will shortly be issued :— 

Carpets are not imported on a very large scale, but of such im- 
portation as there is the United Kingdom’s 
Carpets. share is over one-half. In sending out carpets 
care should be taken to ascertain the duty which 
will be levied. Carpets are mentioned in the tariff as paying 
600 reis (about 2s. 5d.) per kilog., but two cases have recently 
occurred in which private individuals imported some light, inex- 
pensive bedroom carpets, and when they came to be cleared the 
Custom-house officials declared that they were not carpets at all, 
but ‘tissues, made up, not otherwise mentioned,” and charged 
6 dols. 600 reis (about .1/. 6s.) per kilog. In one case the duty 
was paid, and in the other the goods were re-exported. 

Care should also be taken that samples of carpets sent are of 
small size, or else are slashed so as to make them quite valueless. 
Slashing these samples after arrival in the Custom-house is not per- 
mitted, and if the officials consider them too large, duty must be 
paid on them, or they must be re-exported. 


Water power is now being utilised for industrial and lighting 
Water Power  Putposes in Portugal, and the industry is likely 
to develop considerably in the near future. So 
Plant. . : 7 . 
far as the Consul is aware, Swiss and German 
manufacturers of turbines and electrical machinery have hitherto 
received all the orders that have been placed. 


PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA: 


With reference to the notice on p. 305 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 15th May relative to possible 
openings for British trade at Quilimane, in 
soap, candles, and cement, it is to be noted 
that the Acting British Consular Agent has reported un- 
favourably on the existing financial condition of the majority of 
a certain class of traders there. Further particulars, at the 
discretion of the Director, may be obtained, in confidence, by 
British firms interested, on personal application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 





Soap, Candles, 
Cement. 





SPAIN. 

The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 28th April notifies that Mr. Ramén 
Pujalé has applied to the Direccién General de 
Railway Obras Piiblicas for permission to carry out 
Consteuesion. surveying operations for a railway from Sadaba 
to Gallur, which permission has been granted. 
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SPAIN—continued. 


The .‘‘Gaceta” of 20th May notifies that Mr. Emeterio A. de 

Battin Zabaleta has applied to the Direccién General 

a excscave " de Obras Pablicas, Madrid, for a concession for 

the construction and working of a railway from 

Cornellana to Cangas de Tines, and that a period of 60 days from 

the date of the ‘‘ Gaceta” is allowed for the presentation of com- 
peting offers at the above-mentioned Direccién. 


The “ Gaceta” of 21st May announces that tenders are invited by 
Flood Defence the Direccién General de Obras Piblicas, 
Madrid, for the carrying out of the work 


moore and necessary to protect the town of Alcira from the 
Bridge . “ . . 
, overflowing of the Jtficar, in the Province of 
Construction. 


Valencia, and for the construction of a metal 
bridge over the same river. The upset price is placed at 503,347 
pesetas (about 18,000/.), and a deposit of 5,033 pesetas (about 
1801.) will be required to qualify any tender. Tenders must be 
enclosed in sealed envelopes, and addressed either to the 
Ministerio de Fomento, Madrid, or to one of the Civil Govern- 
ments of the Peninsula, where they will be received until 1 p.m. 
on 18th June. Tenders will be opened at 11 a.m. on 23rd June. 
Local representation is necessary. 





ITALY. 


The ‘‘ Gazzetta Ufficiale” (Rome) of 18th May contains a notice, 
issued by the Comune di Terralba, Provincia di 
Cagliari, inviting tenders for the carrying out 
of a comprehensive scheme for bringing 
drinking water from the Su Filisci Spring to 
Terralba. This will include the laying of cast-iron pipes and the 
provision of filtering apparatus and kindred appliances. To qualify 
any tender a provisional deposit of 13,000 lire (520I.) will be re- 
quired, to be increased by the successful tenderer to 10 per cent. of 
the accepted contract price. The upset price is placed at 315,000 
lire (12,600/.), and the competition will turn on the percentage of 
reduction offered thereon. ‘Tenders will be opened at the above- 
mentioned Comune at 10 a.m. on 15th June. 


Installation of 
Water Supply 
System. 


The same “ Gazzetta” publishes a notice, issued by the Ministero 
a dei Lavori Pubblici, inviting tenders for the 
Wickens Weeks. construction of a mole and for the removal of 

| ’ - submerged rocks in the harbour of Rio Marina 
(island of Elba). ‘The upset price is placed at 570,000 lire 
(22,8001.); and the competition will turn on the percentage of 
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reduction offered thereon. To qualify any tender a deposit of 
570 lire (about 281.) will be required, to be increased by the 
successful tenderer to 10 per cent. of the accepted contract price.., 
Tenders, which will be opened at 10 a.m. on 15th June, should 
be enclosed in sealed envelopes bearing the supetscription 
“Offerta per Asta,” and addressed either to the Ministero dei 
Lavori Pubblici, Segretariato Generale (Servizio Contratti), Rome, 
or to the Regia Prefettura, Leghorn. 


With reference to the notice on p. 559 of the “ Board of Trade 

Journal” of 25th March, the “‘Sole” (Milan) of 

Railway Plant. 21st May announces that the concession in 

respect of the Asti-Chivasso railway has been 

awarded to Mr. Jacques Sutter, engineer. Under the terms of the 

contract the estimated cost of the line is reduced to 15,279,405 lire 
(611,176/.). 


The “ Bollettino Finanze, Ferrovie, Industrie ” (Rome) of 16th May 
announces that the Communal Council of Rome 
have decided to construct two municipal tram- 
ways from the Piazza Colonna through the 
Viale della Regina to the railway terminus, and from the Piazza 
Colonna to the Piazza Santa Croce in Gerusalemme. 

Referring probably to the above, the ‘“‘Moniteur des Intéréts 
Matériels”” (Brussels) of 19th-21st May announces that the 
municipal authorities of Rome will shortly invite tenders for the 
construction and working of two electric tramways in that town. 
It is estimated in this connection that the purchase of rails and 
accessories alone will involve an expenditure of about 14,6001., 
the supplying of which material will be open to international 
competition. 


Electric 
‘ Tramway Plant. 


The same ‘“ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels ” announces that the 
Italian State Railways will open tenders on 
Railway Machine 1), following dates for the material as in- 

Tools. for the supply of two 
machines for working copper parts of locomotives, and of two 
turning and screw-cutting lathes for copper parts of locomotive 
fire-boxes ; 6th June, for the supply of 16 screw-cutting, slide 
lathes ; 20th June, for the supply of Timing, planing and screw- 
cutting machines. The “ Moniteur ” ‘states that all the above will 
be open to international competition. Tenders should be addressed 
to the Direzzione Generale delle Ferrovie dello Stato, Rome. 
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ROUMANIA. 


H.M. Consul at Bucharest (Mr. O. Wardrop) reports the announce- 
ment in the “ Monitor Oficial ” of 11th May of 


Pe mes the grant of privileges under the industrial law 
. eee “Af to (1) Mayer Leon, Str. Romana 77, Bucharest, 
ae ~ny merY> for proposed joiners’ shops (for making door 


and window frames, picture frames, mouldings, 
&c.)—-the duty-free importation of machinery, parts of machinery 
and accessories for 15 years; (2) the Fabrica de Postav (cioth 
mill) of the Societate Pentru Industria Textila, at Buhusi, 
Neamtu-—-the prolongation for one year of the right to import, 
free of duty, machinery, parts of machinery and accessories. 


The “ Monitor Oficial” of 8th May publishes a decree autho- 
Waterworks: rising the Communal Authorities of Falticeni 
H Siidahate to contract a loan of 400,000 lei (16,000/.) 

y Plant in respect of waterworks ; and a further decree 

authorising the Communal Authorities of Bacau 

to contract a loan of 1,550,000 lei (62,000/.) in connection with 
waterworks and the generation of hydro-electric power. 





TURKEY: 


The following information is from the report by the Acting 
British Vice-Consul at Mersina (Major C. H. M. Doughty-Wylie) 
on the trade of the province of Adana in 1908, which will shortly 
be issued :— 


There have been three proposals for motor services put forward, 

viz. :— Mersina to Selefke, Adana to Hamidieh, 

Motor Cars. and Hamidieh to Ayas. The two latter depend 

very largely on the trade of the railway, and 

on whether or no a light line be constructed to Ayas, but as motor 

service projects they are all dependent on the state of the roads. 

These can only be described at present as execrable for the motor. 

The road tax is now being collected, however, and the provincial 

councils created under the Constitution have declared that the 
betterment of the roads will be their first business. 


Swedish soft iron is imported annually in quantities of from 350 to 
1 400 metric tons, at an average price per ton of 
ron and Irom about 101. 5s., with 2 ent. discount. It 
Sente about 102. o8., wit <4 per cent. discount. — 
arrives in small bars, fiom 4+ to 44 inches thick, 
tied together, also in flat pieces 44 inches broad, up to ? inch thick, 
and 14 metres long. It is used for making horseshoes, plough- 
shares, spades, Xc. 
The import of Belgian iron is about the same in quantity as 
Swedish, but of inferior quality. 1t comes in bars of 24 metres 
long, price about 155 to 160 frs. per i00 kilogs., with 5 per cent. 
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discount. About 150 tons arrive in iron plates, in packages 
weighing 50 kilogs., containing 2 to 12 plates; the usual sizes are 
36 by 72 inches and 30 by 60 inches. The price is 23 frs. per 100 
kilogs., with 3 per cent. discount. 

From 50 to 55 metric tons of iron girders, numbers 10 to 30, 
are imported from Germany and Belgium at a price per ton of 135 
to 150 frs. 

Iron wire is Belgian and Austro-Hungarian; the quantity 
imported is 40 to 50 metric tons, numbers 2 to 30. Very little 
comes from the United Kingdom. The average price for numbers 
1 to 7 is apparently 23 frs. 


There is an annual import of 150 to 200 tons of “ Pointes de 
Paris ” of the following numbers: 9/13, 10/10, 
Nails. 10/12, 12/14, 15/15, 16/21, 17/24, 18/30, 19/83, 
20/40, 21/45, 22/50, 22/55, 22/60, 23/65, 24/80. 
The demand is for two kinds; those with flat heads in sacks 
weighing 7 kilogs., and those with convex heads in paper packets 
of 5 kilogs. Fifty per cent. of these nails are Austro-Hungarian, 
30 per cent. American, 20 per cent. Belgianand German. The more 
strongly packed sorts are preferred. ‘lhe markets in the interior 
buy only flat-headed nails, while Adana buys only round-headed 
nails. 
There is another sort of nail largely sold in the interior, a heavy, 
convex-headed nail, for country shoes. 


The annual import of beer is from 1,200 to 1,500 cases; 40 per 

cent. of this comes through Constantinople, 40 

Beer. per cent. direct from Germany, and 20 per cent. 

direct from Austria-Hungary. The price of a 

case of 48 bottles, c.if. Mersina, is 20 to 25 frs. There is a 

possibility of selling beer by the cask to cafés, &&. Whisky is not 

sold and but little French brandy. No spirits can compete with 
the cheap country raki. 


About 800l. to 1,000/. worth of goloshes is sold in Mersina, Tarsus 

and Adana. There is an import also for the 

Goloshes. interior. The goloshes in use are at present 

chiefly American, though British goloshes are 

sold at Smyrna, whose trade fashions Mersina follows. Goloshes 
are worn by all but the peasants. 


It is estimated that 40,000 guns, revolvers and automatic pistols 
_have been imported into the Adana district since 

Firearms. the Constitution was proclaimed. Shot guns 
are Belgian, principally of a very cheap make. 

America sends single-barrel shot guns, firing either shot or ball, 
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TURKE Y—continued. 
also very cheap. This sort of gun is very popular. Be!gium has 
imported about 25,000 guns and revolvers, with a value of 18,0001. ; 
Germany and Spain about 12,000 with a value of 8,000/. ; America, 
France and the United Kingdom about'3,000 with a value of 6,0001. 


There is an annual import of about 10,000/. worth of Nos. 16 to 20 ,? 

Cotton Yarn ang °°ttom Yar. Of this 6,000/. is British, J ,00OJ. 

Stuffs Indian and 3,000/. Italian. British goods are 

paid for in cash while Italian goods are said to 

have four months’ credit. Local yarns are usually Nos. 4 to 10. 

Special American cotton can make up to No, 14, but it is usually 
exported. 

The annual import of “ cabot.” is from 70,000 to 75,000 pieces, 
the price, after paying the customs, being 50 to 60 gold pias. 
(piastre=2-16d.) the piece. The import is in the proportion— , 
Italian 60 per cent., American, British, Spanish and Austro- 
Hungarian 10 per cent. each. The greater part comes direct to 
Mersina. 





CRETE. 


The following information is from the report of H.M. Vice- 
Consul at Canea (Mr. E. C. Wyldbore Smith) on the trade of 
Crete in 1905, which will shortly be issued :— 


The hat trade is to a very large extent in the hands of Italian 
hatters. Soft and hard felt hats are imported 
Hats ; Water- ° ll *,° f h U ° d Ki d 
eel MiiaBe in smal quantities trom the United Kingdom. 
P . There is some demand for straw hats for men, 
women, and children. Goloshes and waterproofed goods are im- 
ported from Austria-Hungary, Italy, and the United Kingdom. 


Codfish are imported in barrels from Labrador vid the United 

Dried and Kingdom, and in bundles from Patras and 

Salted Fish Pirzeus. During the autumn, smoked herrings 
and haddock, &c., are imported from the United 
Kingdom vid Syra, Pireeus, and Smyrna. British fish merchants 
might extend their business in the Cretan market, since a con- 
siderable quantity of dried and salted fish is consumed by the native 
population. The value of the direct British import at Canea under 
this heading amounted in 1908 to 4,934. 


Iron girders aie sent direct from Germany and Belgium and also 
from the United Kingdom vid Pirzeus or Syra. 


ae Goods, The Belgian product is at present most in 
ronmongery, = gamand 
Cutlery, &c. 


Iron pipes are chiefly of Belgian origin. 
Iron in bars and bundles, in small sizes, comes from Hamburg 
and Antwerp; for nails and horse shoes it is imported under the 
name of “Swedish iron.” Iron wire is brought in rolls from 
Germany in cases containing 56 large or 112 small coils. Sheet 
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CRETE—continued. 


iron, measuring 1 by 2 metres, for the construction of oil tanks, 
comes from Belgium. 

Rolled iron and tin come from the United Kingdom, Germany, 
Austria-Hungary, and Belgium ; tin plates are imported in cases 
containing 56 or 112 sheets, weighing 95, 100 or 108 lbs., price 
13s. to 16s. per ton c.i-f. 

Zinc in sheets of 1 by 3 metres, Nos. 8, 9,10, and 11 thickness, 
in barrels of 250 kilogs., is brought from Marseilles and Antwerp. 

Lead tubes and pipes, in rolls of different dimensions, covered 
with straw, come from Italy. 

Ironmongery of every description is imported from Germany. 
Nails in parcels of 100 kilogs. are brought from France and Bel- 
gium, and also from the United Kingdom and Italy. 

There are also openings for steel shovels, files, gaws, iron planes, 
hammers, pincers, hoop iron, rings, chains, hinges, knives, forks, 
kitchen utensils, shoemakers’ and joiners’ tools. 

Inferior table cutlery comes in large quantities from Germany, 
superior qualities in small quantities from the United Kingdom. 
Cheap pocket knives with wooden handles, from Styria, find a good 
sale among the poorer classes. 


Electro and nickel-plated goods in inferior qualities are purchased 
by the better classes, especially trays (large and 
small), flower vases, &c. At present such 
articles are supplied entirely from Austria- 
Hungary and Germany. 


Electro and 
Nickel-plated 
Goods. 


Hand-sewing machines come from Germany. “Singer” machines 
, are also in demand. 
Sewing Machines. 
Owing to the poverty of the inhabitants the demand for finer 
chinaware is limited; the supply is obtained 
from Bavaria, North Bohemia and Germany. 
There is, however, a considerable demand for 
cheap table ware (delft), which is at present supplied from Germany 
and the United Kingdom, and also from France and Italy. 
Hollow-blown.and ground glassware is supplied exclusively by 
Austria-Hungary. Large dark green bottles holding 1}, 24 and 
5 okes (oke = 23 lbs.) come from Bohemia, and brandy bottles 
from Germany. Window glass comes from Belgium. 
Tiles are imported direct by a Marseilles firm in sailing ships 
and are sold in the Cretan market in lots of 1,000. 


China and 
Earthenware. 


The total import of caustic soda was less during 1908, owing 
to the rise in the price of olive oil, which 
greatly reduced the output of soap, for which 
Bicarvonate caustic soda is largely used. In spite.of this, 
of Soda. however, the British share of this import shows 

an increase. It is sold in Crete in liquid form, in casks of 


Caustic Soda, 
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CRETE—centinued. 
400 kilogs. (8 cwts.), and solid in casks of 300 kilogs. (6 cwts.). 


Belgian firms are also competing successfully. 
Bi-carbonate of soda is imported chiefly trom Germany and the 
United Kingdom. 


The most popular brand of starch is imported from Austria- 
Sta Hungary, but Germany, the United Kingdom 
a“ d Belgium also contribute. ‘Th t pri 

Pmaniegt an gium also contribute. The current price 

is 1/. 15s. 7d. per 100 kilogs. 

The colours most in demand are green, yellow and blue; these 
are supplied by Germany, Austria-Hungary and the United King- 
dom in barrels containing 50 to 250 kilogs. 

Indigo is employed in the dyeing of the peasants’ clothes, and 
is obtained from Austria-Hungary, Germany and the United 
Kingdom. 








TS ——» 


GREECE. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
from the Greek Minister in London, a notifica- 
tion to the effect that International tenders are 
invited by the Greek Ministry of War for the 
supply of a large quantity of tools of various 
kinds, viz., tools used by navvies, masons, miners, sappers and 
artificers, caulking tools, portable tools for the infantry and 
engineers; lighting and lifting appliances, &c. 

Tenders, which must be enclosed in sealed registered envelopes 
and marked on the outside ‘‘ Soumission de......... pour Je fourni- 
ture d’outils,” shonld be addressed to the Ministere de la Guerre 
(Section du Genice), Athens, where they may be delivered up to 
5 p.m. on 14th June. 

A deposit of 10 per cent. of the tendered price will be necessary 
to qualify any tender, and persons tendering will be required to 
furnish certificates of competency. 

Copies of the specifications and conditions of tender (in French) 
may be seen by British manufacturers on application at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall 
Street, London, E.C. 


Tools, Lighting 
and Lifting 
Appliances. 


— 





MEXICO. 


The “ Diario Oficial” of 3rd May publishes the text of a contract 
entered into between the Mexican Government 
and Mr. José Castellot for the construction 
and working for a period of 99 years of a 
railway in the States of Oaxaca, Guerrero, Michoacan and Colima. 
The line will run from Salina Cruz to Acapulco harbour, following 
a north-westerly course parallel to the Pacific coast. ‘The con- 
cessionaire will have the option of extending the line to Zihua- 
tanejo and Manzanillo, and also of building a branch line from the 


Railway 
Construction. 
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point where the railway crosses the river Verde to the town of 
Oaxaca. ‘The concessionaire engages to commence operations 
within one year, and to complete the line within twelve years. 


—-s NIGARAGUA. 


The “ Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels) of 22nd May announces, 

Mole on the authority of the Belgian Legation in 

Sedieesiiin Central America, that the Nicaraguan Legis- 

* ture have approved a contract between the 

Government and a private person for the rebuilding of the mole 

at Bluff. The mole will be 500 feet long, and the cost of the work 
is estimated at 1,200,000 pesos (27,0001.). 


BRAZIL. 


The ‘“ Diario Official” of 25th April contains a decree authorising 
Railway the Ministro de Kstado da Industria, Viacao e 
Picewiine Obras Pablicas to contract with Mr. Emilio 
Schnoor for the construction of a railway from 
Alberto Isaacson to Bello Horizonte. The concessionaire is 
allowed 12 months within which to commence operations. 
The “ Diarios,” containing further particulars, may be seen by 
British firms interested, at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 78, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


With reference to the notice on p. 312 of the “‘ Board of Trade 
Journal ” of 18th February, on the subject of an 











Building Material . nouncement inviting plans and offers for the 
and medical = construction of the Polyclinic Institute of José 
pyre construction of the Polyclinic Institute of José 

PP de San Martin, the ‘“ Boletin Oficial ” of 


19th April publishes an amended decree to the effect that plans, 
specifications, and estimates may now be sent in up to 3 p.m. on 
10th December next. 


The ‘‘ Boletin Oficial” of 23rd April publishes a decree, issued by 
the Ministry of Public Works, approving the 


FB x oe plans submitted by the architect, Mr. Norbert 
: © Maillard, for the construction of a Central Posts 
Materials. 


and Telegraphs Office at an estimated cost of 
9,881,632 pesos (about 905,8001.). The Direccién General de 
Arquitectura are accordingly authorised to invite tenders within 
two months for the carrying out of the work. Complete plans and 
specifications may be obtained from the above-mentioned Direccién 
on payment of 50 pesos (4/. 11s. 8d.) per copy. 


CHINA, 
Mining ae 
Machinery. See p. 446, 
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JAPAN, 

The following information is from the report by the British 
Viee-Consul at Osaka (Mr. A. R. Firth) on the trade of that district 
in 1908, which will shortly be issued :— 

In the supply of electrical machinery, equipment, &c., there has 
Electrical a9 ; active competition between British, 
Machinery, &c. merican and German manufacturers. Until 
. recently an American firm had practically a 
monopoly in the Osaka district, but latterly British and German 
firms have secured contracts. With the opening up of electric 
railways and the extension of various electric light companies it is 
probable that large quantities of electrical machinery, &c., will be 
required during the next few years. 

It is impossible for British manufacturers to secure contracts for 
machinery, &c. unless they have an experienced representative on 
the spot, as a knowledge of local and personal considerations and 
the methods of tendering, &c. is absolutely essential. 


The Canadian Trade Commissioner at Yokohama states, in a recent 
report, that the adoption of foreign customs in 

Stoves. Japan has given rise to the use of foreign stoves 

of several descriptions. In 1907, stoves to the 

value of 132,310 yen were imported, in which the United States 
shared to the extent of 80,500 yen, and the United Kingdom to the 
extent of 41,000 yen; in 1908, the value of the import was 
111,000 yen. Gas-heating stoves are imported to the greatest 
extent, gas cooking-stoves—entirely for use in foreign-built houses 
—coming next. The market for ordinary cooking-stoves is limited. 


The Canadian Trade Commissioner also states that packing for 
engines, which contains a large quantity of 
asbestos, was imported to the value of 295,500 
yen in 1907. The principal buyer of asbestos 
sheeting or packing is the Japanese navy; large manufacturing 
establishments also use it. ‘There is a general expansion of the 
industries using asbestos materials. 
1 yen = 2s. 04d. 


Packing for 
Engines. 





EXHIBITION, 


DUTCH EAST INDIES. 

Information has been received at the Commercial Intelligence 
RP Rae Branch of the Board of Trade to the effect that 
AR WH a fibre Congress, together with an exhibition of 

ond Pe fibre-producing plants, fibres and machinery 
used in their preparation, is to be held in October, 1910, at 
Sourabaya, Java, by the Nederlandsch-Indisch Landbouw Syndi- 
caat. The Congress is to be under the support of the Netherland- 
Indian Government. Special attention will be paid to the testing 
of machines, as regards both the extraction and the treatment ot 
the fibre. 
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Portugal and Portuguese East Africa—See remarks on p. 421.~ 


Rome.—-The following is from the report by H.M. Consul at 
Rome (Mr. C. C. Morgan) on the trade of that district in 1908, 
which will shortly be issued :— 

Cash payments are not usual, three or six months’ bills being 
generally offered. Continental firms generally afford considerable 
facilities to their Italian customers, especially in the matter of 
credit. ome, however, is not a commercial centre of any con- 
siderable importance. 


Cephalonia.—The following information is from the report by the 
British Vice-Consul at Cephalonia (Mr. J. Saunders) on the trade 
of that district in 1908, which will shortly be issued :— 

Hardware, namely, carpenters’ and blacksmiths’ tools, culinary 
utensils, and a variety of other articles, are mainly German. 
Implements of husbandry of the primitive type are made in the 
island out of Swedish iron, some 10 tons of which were imported 
in 1908 at about 8/. per ton. 

The cheapness and the showy appearance of foreign goods goes 
a great way, but the decrease in British hardware and other such 
goods is due also to the absence of travellers representing 
British houses. What is done by United Kingdom firms 
in this branch of trade is, with a few exceptions, done 
through the representative of a British commission agent in 
Athens. German houses, however, are not content with this way 
of introducing their wares, preferring to get into touch with their 
customers. ‘Their travellers visit the market fairly regularly ; they 
are very pressing, and are prepared to offer any reasonable facility, 
so that they manage to secure orders. Moreover, German goods 
are quoted at c.i.f. prices, which is a great convenience to buyers, 
and with regard to the conditions of payment, the option is 
given in most cases of 3 per cent. discount for cash or an 
acceptance for six months. 

The principal dealers in British goods, inclusive of cotton and 
union piece-goods, are safe customers, the greater number of them 
having capital of their own and enjoying good credit abroad. | 

British weights and measures are no impediment to trade, as 
the Cephalonian market is familiar with them ; some, such as the 
pint and the gallon, the ounce and the pound avoirdupois, the 
foot and the yard—the last-mentioned in wholesale operations—are 
still in use. The méasure used by dealers in retail is the braccio, 
which corresponds to the Flemish ell, and is equivalent to 27 
English inches. 

Reverting to the subject of competition, the Vice-Consul states 
that houses on the Continent, German especially, correspond with 
their customers in French and also in Italian. ‘his is done by 
some of the British houses, who, however, use French only, and 
send out their price lists in that language; if this Continental 
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practice were to become general with them it would improve their 
operations with their customers. Punctuality in acknowledging 
the receipt of orders given, and their prompt execution, is a great 
poirt. 


Pireus.—The following information is from the report by H.M. 
Consul at Piraeus (Mr. Errol MacDonell) on the trade, &c. of 
that district in 1908, which will shortly be issued :— 

The year 1908 was one of great trade depression. All classes of 
merchants complained of unprecedented slackness, and many failures 
resulted. This condition of affairs is generally attributed to the 
universal depression, the monetary crisis owing to shortage of paper 
currency, the disinclination of banks to facilitate discount transac- 
tions, the falling-off in cash remittances from Greek emigrants in the 
United States of America, and the failure of the olive, tobacco, 
and other crops. The continued low rate of exchange is also said 
to affect business—by lowering the currency value of the country’s 
products. A few years ago, when il. was worth 35 to 40 
drachmae, the export trade in many commodities flourished, 
but at the present rate of 26 drachmae only very few articles can 
be profitably exported. H.M. Consul adds that so long as this 
depression prevails British merchants should be most careful in 
doing any business there. 


Ionian Islands.—The following information is from the report by 
H.M. Consul at Corfu (Mr. G. Raymond, M.V.O.) on the trade of 
the Ionian Islands in 1908, which will shortly be issued :— 

British-goods still hold their high reputation, but cheap foreign 
manufactures are gaining ground, chiefly on account of the Jack of 
British commercial travellers. The public would be well advised, 
in the Consul’s opinion, to send all merchandise, parcels, &c., to 
the lonian Islands direct through a shipping company and not 
through forwarding agents, whose charges lead to many complaints. 
Merchants and others should not send goods to the Ionian 
Islands unless payment is guaranteed by one of the banks, or by 
some responsible person there. 


Crete.—'The following information is from the report by H.M. 
Vice-Consul at Canea (Mr. E. C. Wyldbore Smith) on the trade of 
Crete in 1908, which will shortly be issued :— 

The spirit of British enterprise appears to be bestirring itself so 
far as Crete is concerned. During 1908 there were unmistakeable 
indications that British trade was steadily increasing, and appli- 
cations for sterling drafts were more frequent than formerly. 
If British merchants are to compete successfully with their foreign 
rivals, they must be prepared to grant from three to six months’ 
credit, and not to insist on their agents always obtaining due date 
payments. Local banks acting for foreign firms and experienced 






























May 27, 1909.} THE BOARD UF TRADE JOURNAL. 433 








British Trade Abroad. 





——-— - 


local agents often find that it is more profitable to give time, 
instead of at once taking legal proceedings should bills not be met 
when they fall due. Cretans are, as a rule, exceedingly honest, 
and it must be remembered that their means of meeting their 
liabilities depend either directly or indirectly on the success of 
the crops. 

Very few British commercial travellers are ‘known to the Vice- 
Consul to have arrived at Canea during 1908, while experienced 
men representing Austro-Hungarian, German and Italian houses 
are continually visiting not only Canea but Candia and Rethymo. 
Travellers might pay a visit to Crete on their way to or from 
the Levant. They should be able to speak either Greek, Italian, 
or French, and should be provided with a plentiful stock of 
patterns, samples, &c., with metric measures and weights clearly 
quoted, and the prices marked in francs or drachmze. They should 
endeavour to appoint permanent agents and study the peculiarities 
and tastes of the local market, unimportant though such pecularities 
may seem at first sight. It is only by adapting themselves to 
methods in vogue ‘and endeavouring to furnish the particular 
quality of article locally consumed, that British merchants can 
hope to compete successfully with their Italian, Austro-Hungarian 
and German rivals. Ordinary English catalogues, in which the 
measurements are given in yards and inches and the weights in 
ewts. and lbs., while prices are quoted in sterling, are insufficient 
for the needs of the small local firms, Foreign firms are careful 
so to prepare their catalogues and mark their patterns and 
samples that they are easily intelligible to those whose custom it is 
desired to attract. 

There is scope for a large expansion of British enterprise in the 
market. The desire to buy British goods is universal in Crete, but 
in very many cases, especially in cotton textiles, drapery, iron 
goods and ironmongery, the British article is not sufficiently repre- 
sented. 

British manufacturers cannot improve or even maintain their 
position merely by the reputation which undoubtedly attaches 
to goods of British origin in the Levant. Clients will, very 
often, if they can afford to do so, pay 10 per cent. or even 15 per 
cent. more for the genuine British article; unfortunately, however, 
in Crete, where the population is poor, this is not always 
possible. For the Cretan market goods should be of the 
cheapest possible description. This is especially important in 
so far as regards the trade in cotton goods, ironware and iron- 
mongery, &c. Italy is competing with the United Kingdom in 
cotton textiles, and, owing to the extraordinarily cheap, though 
very inferior article produced, as well as to the advantage of a direct 
and regular steam service, this Italian competition is meeting with 
considerable success. As regards the ironware trade the most 
dangerous rivals to British ironfounders are the German and 
Belgian. 
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»The following points may be of assistance to importers of British 
goods into Crete :— 

1. A thoroughly trustworthy agent is needed, who should be 
supplied with plenty of samples. 

2, Leniency in granting credit: is necessary in accordance with 
the procedure adopted by importers of other nationalities. The 
ordinary terms are: cash on receipt of goods less from 24 per 
cent. to 5 per cent. discount, or acceptance of drafts of from four 
to six months from the date of arrival in Crete. Previous infor- 
mation can always be obtained at a Cretan bank as to the financial 
standing of clients. 

8. Great annoyance and expense may be saved by the payment 
of special attention to packing. 

4, Quotations for the supply of British goods should be made 
c.i.f. Crete, inclusive of packing and insurance charges. 

5. English is very little understood in Crete. The languages of 
commerce are Greek, French, and to some extent Italian. 


Japan.—The following information is from the report by H.M. 
Consul-General at Kobe (Mr. H. A. C. Bonar) on the trade of that 
district in 1908, which will shortly be issued :— 

Foreign trade, more particularly in the Kobe district of Japan 
was marked last year by a depression and stagnation such 
as have never before been witnessed since the opening of the 
ports of Japan to foreign trade. ‘To say that it was disastrous to 
practically all concerned is no exaggeration, and, apart from failures 
of foreign commercial establishments, happily not British, most 
importing firms lost money. This state of affairs was brought about 
by a combination of unfavourable circumstances, in and out of Japan. 
As.a result of the post bellum development of the country, the year 
1907 showed an unprecedented amount of trade, and a comparison 
with that year’s figures is hardly fair ; the record for 1908, however, 
for Kobe alone was less by 5 percent. than the average of the pre- 
ceding years, while that for Osaka showed an increase of only 22 per 
cent. on that average. On the other hand, some of the outports, 
such as Yokkaichi and Tsuruga, suffered but slightly, the former 
showing but a slight decline in actual trade, while in the case of 
the Jatter a considerable increase took place. Soon after the 
beginning of 1908 a business depression set in, gradually 
increasing in severity. Enterprises already begun were abandoned 
and purchases of material given up at a loss. What with trade 
depression in North China, the boycott of Japanese goods in South 
‘China, the fall in silver, financial depression abroad and political 
apprehension at home directly affecting the money market, trade 
went from bad to worse. A perusal of the figures may here and 
‘there reveal an increase in imports, notably in machinery, but even 

‘that is not altogether a satistactory feature ; only the more solid 
industrial establishments could afford to take up their orders, and 
they, on account of increased producing capacity, were forthwith 
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confronted with the problem of. over-production. Minor concerns) 


and individuals either paid heavy penalties or refused altogether to 
take delivery. 

The end of 1908 and the early part of 1909 brought no improve- 
ment. ‘T'he Consul-General’s opinion is that for a year, or possibly 
two, things will not, in Japan, have sufficiently adjusted themselves 
to permit of a thorough improvement. 





SEVENTH CONGRESS OF CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE 
OF THE EMPIRE. 


The Seventh Congress of Chambers of Commerce of the Empire 
will be held at Sydney, New South Wales, on 14th to 17th 
September next. 

The programme of business includes the following subjects, 
among others, for consideration, viz. :— 

Commercial Relations between the Mother Country, her 
Colonies and Dependencies; Naval Defence of the Empire ; 
Taxation of Commercial Travellers; Taxation of British Traders 
in the Colonies; Duty on Commercial Travellers’ Samples ; 
Emigration; Merchandise Marks; Weights, Measures and Cur- 
rency ; Colonial Duties on Catalogues; Telegraphic Communication ; 
Certificates of Origin or Declarations of Origin of Goods shipped 
to the Colonies; Labour Conciliation. 





ROYAL COMMISSION FOR THE INTERNATIONAL 
EXHIBITIONS AT BRUSSELS, ROME, & TURIN. 


With reference to the notice on pp. 565-9 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” of 25th March, relative to the appointment of a 
Royal Commission for the International exhibitions at Brussels, 
Rome, and Turin, the “ London Gazette” of 25th May announces 
that H.M. the King has been pleased to appoint His Grace The 
Duke of Montrose, K.T., President of the Highland and Agricul- 
tural Society ; The Right Honourable the Earl of Jersey, G.C.B., 
G.C.M.G., President of the Royal Agricultural Society ; William 
Henry, Baron Desborough, K.C.V.0O.; Sir Henry Austin Lee, 
K.C.M.G., C.B., Commercial Attaché for France, Belgium, and 
Switzerland ; Andrew Percy Bennett, Esq., Commercial Attaché 
for Austria-Hungary, [taly, and Greece ; and Thomas Patrick Gill, 
Esq., representing, the Department of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction for Ireland, to be additional members of the Com- 
mission. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF A _ BRITISH CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE AT BUSHIRE. 


H.M. Consul-General at Bushire (Major P. Z. Cox, C.I.E.) 
reports that a British Chamber of Commerce has been established 
at that place. 

A copy of the rules of the Chamber, forwarded by Major Cox, 
may be seen by British traders interested, on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 
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FOREIGN TRADE OF GERMANY IN 1908. 

The following information is from the report by H.M. Consul- 
General at Berlin (Mr. P. von Schwabach) on the trade of that 
district in 1908, which will shortly be issued : 

According to official statistics, the foreign « trade of Germany 
during the last five years has been as follows :— 











| Imports. 


I:xports. 































(Exclusive of Bullion and Coin.) (Exclusive of Bullion and Coin.) 
Year. ~ a Increase Increase Value | we — 
in | in 

| Decrease | Decrease || | Decrease | Decrease 
1,000. | in 1,000/. | Per cent. 1,000. in 1,000/. Per cent. 

1904 312,421 — — 256,738 — | — 
1905 350,50L | + 38,080 | + 122 | 231,806 | + 25,018 | 4+ 97 
1906 394,410 + 43,909 | + 125 | 312,652 + 30,846 + 10°9 
1907 ... 430,044 | +25,634 | + 90 | 836.557 | + 28,905 | + 76 
1908* .. 409,048 — 20,996 |— 49 | 332,030 — 4527|— 13 











* Provisional figures only. : 

The above table shows that in 1908, after four very favourable 
years, the value of imports and exports decreased. Unfortunately 
the new system of compiling German trade statistics, adopted in 
1906, does not permit of a comparison being drawn between the 
quantities of exports and imports in 1907 and 1908 and those of 
former years. In face of the drop in the value of the foreign trade, 
it is surprising that the official returns are so high, especially those 
concerning exports, although it must be remembered that the 
figures for 1908 are merely provisional | being based for the most 
part on unit values fixed for 1907], and that after being finally 
revised they will doubtless be much lower. ‘The cause of this de- 
crease in foreign trade must be looked for chiefly in the economic 
depression which prevailed practically throughout the international 
market during 1908, but the high foreign protective duties on 
staple articles of export formed another important factor in pre- 
venting the expansion of Germany’s export trade. Despite the 
most careful adaptation to the requirements of foreign buyers, and 
notwithstanding that the greatest energy was displayed in endea- 
vouring to obtain orders, it was rarely possible to qnote prices that 
were acceptable to foreign purchasers. Unfortunately no mention 
is made in the official statistics of the extent to which foreign pro- 
tective duties affected German exports, nor as to what proportion 
of the decrease in the export trade of 1908 may be attributed to 
the economic depression. 

Compared with previous years, Germany was only able to in- 
crease her export trade with a few countries in 1908, principally 
those in which the general depression was not so pronounced as 
elsewhere. Argentina may be included in this category, as in 
consequence of its very good crops of wheat and linsved, it figured 
in the European market as an extensive purchaser. German rail- 
way construction materials were chiefly bought by the Argentine 
Republic, while the supply of articles of luxury to that country 
seems also to have increased during 1908. China took increased 
quantities of German hosiery and woven goods as well as woollen 
stuffs and yarn, but its purchases of aniline dyes were much smaller 
than heretofore. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of a copy of a General Order 
(No. 22/1909) issued by the Commissioners of 
Customs, fixing in pursuance of a Resolution 
proposed in the House of Commons on the 11th 
May, the duties on foreign beer payable on 
and after that date at the rates shown below. 

All such goods in respect of which duty has been paid at the 
former’ -rates, but which have not been delivered from bonded 
warehouses, will be liable tu the difference of duty involved. 


Alterations in 
Rates of Duty 
on Foreign Beer. 











Rates of 
Duty. 
Beer of the descriptions called mum, spruce, or black beer, and Berlin | £ 3s. d. 
white beer, and other preparations, whether fermented or not fer- 
mented, of a character similar to mum, spruce, or black beer, where 
the worts thereof were, before fermentation, of a specific gravity—- | 
Not exceeding 1215 deg. : fo we nes inet x ae. @ 
Exceeding 1215 deg. } for every 36 gals. Bate 2 hea © 


Beer of any other aiaailigtten where the worts thereof w ere, before | 
fermentation, of a specific gravity of— | 
1055 deg. for every 36 gals. ... ‘ ies 0 8 3 

(And so on in proportion for any difference in gravity. ) 








DOMINION OF CANADA. 


The Board of Trade have received information from H.M. Trade 
Commissioner in Canada stating that the 
Canadian Customs Department have decided 
that ‘‘kerosene marine motors,” being of a 
class or kind made in Canada, are subject 
to duty under item 453 of the Customs Tariff 
on importation into the Dominion. 
Note.—The rates of duty leviable under the above-mentioned 
item are as follows :— 
Under the British Preferential Tariff... 15 per cent. ad val. 

as Intermediate Tariff wes 20 i * 

m General Tariff fe ae ey ‘s 
With reference to the notice which appeared on pp. 217-8 of the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” of 29th April last 
relative to the regulations issued under an 
Order of 2nd April respecting the importation 


Decision 
respecting Duty 
on Kerosene 
Marine Motors. 


Importation of 
Fodder from 


pen iy of live stock, &c., from certain American States 
— into the Dominion of Canada, the Board of 
Prohibited. 


Trade have now received a further Order, which 
was issued by the Canadian Department of Agriculture on 3rd May, 
rescinding the previous Order of 2nd April and substituting certain 
other amended regulations in lieu thereof. 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





DOMINION OF CANADA —vontinued. 

Under these regulations it is provided that the importation into 
the Dominion of hay, straw, or other fodder from the States of 
New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Michigan, Maryland and 
Delaware (except as packing for breakable goods) shall be pro- 
hibited, and that all such hay, straw, or other fodder imported 
from those States shall be burned by the consignee immediately on 
arrival at destination. 


It is further provided that all previous Orders and regulations 
governing the inspection of live stock for ex- 
port to Europe which were in force prior to the 
passing of the Order of 28th November, 1908, 


Exportation of 
Live Stock. 


shall be revived. 





COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 
With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 185 of the 
‘Board of ‘Trade Journal” of 28th January 


Prison-made last respecting the prohibition of the importa- 


Ses , tion of prison-made goods into the Australian 
oT Commonwealth, the Board of Trade have now 
Declaration. 


received from the Representative of the Com- 
monwealth of Australia in London, a form of declaration which, it 
is stated, is for use in cases where evidence is required from manu- 
facturers that goods manufactured by them and exported to 
Australia have not been made by prison labour, and that such 
labour is not utilised by them in the manufacture of any goods of 
a like character. 

The declaration required to be made by the manufacturer is 
in the following terms— 

Prison-made goods: Declaration by manufacturer. 

Biivkds <p bcidee>saisook inGisb ith sn divine biked ves hereby solemnly 
and sincerely declare that— 

(1) I (or my firm or company) am/are the manufacturer(s) 
of the goods specified in the invoice dated..........:....... and 
PEE Mics cennsvesc cose 

(2) The said goods were not manufactured wholly or in 
part by prison labour, or in connection with any prison, gaol, 
or penitentiary. 

(3) I (or my firm or company) do not manufacture 

(a) Wholly or in part by prison labour, or 
(6) Wholly or in part within or in connection with any 
prison, gaol, or penitentiary 
any goods of a like character to those specified in such 
invoice. 

Note.—-It is stated, for the information of the manufacturer, 
that this declaration, when filled in, must be signed and 
declared in accordance with the law relating to statutory 
affidavits or declarations in force at the date of declaration in 
the country of manufacture. 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





TRANSVAAL. . 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of copies of Government 
Importation Notices (Nos. 395 and 430 of 1909) which 
of Cattle have been issued by the Transvaal Department 
; of Agriculture, notifying that applicants for 
permits to import cattle into the Transvaal from the Bechuanaland 
Protectorate and certain specified districts of Cape Colony will, in 
addition to furnishing the usual veterinary certificate of health, be 
required to submit, in future, a sworn affidavit to the effect that 
the animals have been in their possession and on the farm from 
whence they are to be moved for at least three months, and that 
during that time they have been free from disease. 





GERMAN NEW GUINEA. 


The “Deutsches Kolonialblatt” of Ist May, 1909, contains 

two Ordinances, issued by the Governor of 

German New Guinea, dated respectively the 
the Customs 1 16th Feb 1; ta’ 

-¢P st and 16 ebruary, amending in certain 

oe. particulars the Customs Tariff established for 

the: Protectorate, including the Caroline, Pelew, Marianne and 
Marshall Islands, by the Ordinance of 10th June, 1908.* A trans- 
lation of the Tariff, as amended by these two Ordinances, is 

subjoined. 

_ (Nore. —Words in italic type have been added by the amending Ordinances. ] 


Amendment of 








2 Rates of Duty. 
= | Articles. wes NOt YT Te Fie oo japaetaas 
S| Former. | Present. 
| A.—IMPORT DUTIES. | 
| | Marks. Marks. 
1 | Cigars si ia oe |'Thousand 20°00 | Thousand 20°00 
2 | Cigarettes ... i 4°00 re 10°00 
| Note to Nos. 1 and i 
' less than 1,000 cigars or cigar- | 
| ettes duty will be levied in | 
| proportion. | 
3 | Tobacco, and all manufactures | 
| thereof not specially mentioned | Kilog. net 3°00 | Kilog. net 3°00 
| Tare rate for packing us 
| chests.—20 per cent. 
4 | (@) Spirits, brandy, liqueurs of | 
all kinds, essences containing | 
| alcohol ... ‘a .. | Litre 4°00 | Litre 2°00 
| (6) Southern wines and sweet | 
| wines ‘ we " 2°00 i, 1°25 
| (ce) Sparkling wines on ie 2°00; ,, 1°26 
| Note to No. 4 (b) and 4 (c).— -Tf | : 
| valued at more than 5 marks | 
per litre, 25 per cent. ad| 
valorem. | 








* See the “ Board of Trade Journal ’’ of 15th October, 1908, pp. 123-5. 
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GERMAN NEW GUINEA~—vconrtinued. 

© Rates of Duty. 

c= Articles. . 

oa 
ss Former. | Present. 
A.—IMPORT DuTIES—contd. | Marks. Marks. 
5 | All still wines not mentioned | | 
elsewhere.. | Litre 1:00 | Litre 0°60 
Note to Ne. 5. —If: valued at 
more than 3 marks per litre, 
20 per cent. ad valorem, 
6 | Beer of all kinds ... - 0°40 - 0°20 
7 | Cider and other fruit wines . 060; ,, U'25 
Note.—A breakage allo-vance 
of 5 percent. is made in the case 
of the articles included under 
Nos. 4 to 7 when imported in 
bottles, and when a consign- 
ment of at least 100 bottles of 
each beverage is declared. 
8 | All other articles. so far as they 
are not expressly enumerated as 
free of impcrt duty 10 % ad val. 10 % ad val. 
B.—-EXPoRT DUTIES. 
1 | Copra Me'ric ton 10°00} Metricton ret 10-00 
5 per ce nt. of the gross weight 
allowed fur tare and loss of 
weight when packed in sacks. 
2 | Trepang— 
Class A (Teah fish [ Warzcn- 
fisch}) . a 100-00 is 100-00 
Class B (Black, “Ted, and red- 
spotted fish) ... - mn 50°00 - 50°00 
Class C (a}l other kinds) - 30°00 “ 30°00 
Note to Nos. 1 and 2. — For less 
than 1,000 kilogs., duty will be 
levied in proportion. 
3 | Tortoise shell (Schildvatt) Kilog. 5°00 | Kilog. 5-00 
4 |Entire tortoise shells (Schild- 
hritenschale), real ... | Each 10°00 | Each 10°00 
5 | Shells containing wmother-of- 
pearl— 
(a) Mother-of-pear] shells ... | Metric ton - 100-00 | Metric ton net 100°00 
(6) All other shells containing 
mother-of-pearl ‘a - 10°00 - 10°00 
Note to No. 5.—For less than 
1,000 kilogs., duty will be levied 
in proportion. 
6 | Skins of birds of paradise, parts 
thereof, and feathers ... ... | Each 2°00 | Each 2°00 
7 | Skins of crown pigeons, parts 
thereof, and feathers ... “e 0°50 | 0°50 














| 
i 


29 
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GERMAN NEW GUINEA—continued. 


Duty-free Articles. 


All goods imported by the Government, by the Imperial Marine and the 
Imperial Postal Administration for official purposes; goods imported by 
Christian missions, Church societies, hospitals and medical institutions, for 
the immediate purposes of worship, instruction or care for the sick (in virtue 
of a certificate tv that effect to be contained in the Customs declaration made 
by the head of the Christian settlement or of the institution) ; spirits for 
scientific purposes (in virtue of a certificate by the declarant to the effect that 
the spirit is destined solely for scientific purposes) and skin spirit (Haut- 
spiritus) ; physical, astronomical, chemical, mathematical, optical and similar 
instruments to be used for scientific purposes; medical instruments and 
apparatus, medicines and bandaging materials; denatured spirits (i.c., 
rendered unfit for human consumption) for the purposes of industry, for 
burning and for lighting (in virtue of a certificate to be contained in the 
Customs declaration to the effect that the spirits are to be used only for the 
above purposes); transport materia!s of all kinds, and spare parts of the 
same ; machines and spare parts thereof, imported for the immediate purposes 
of building, of maintaining and carrying on constructions for communication, 
and water works, and transport materials, and also such articles so far as they 
are destined for use in the erection of industrial or mining works ; fuel and 
chemicals for carrying on communication and driving machines, lubricating 
oil, wool waste, ships’ ropes and steel ropes, sail cloth, railway lines and 
sleepers, tubes, telegraph wires, water tanks, copper plates, anchors, anchor 
chains, blocks, logs of wood ; tools and similarimplements imported by manual 
labourers and artisans for use in their occupations ; on special demand : apparel 
and marriage goods ( 7eiratsgut), such as household articles, clothing, made-up 
body linen imported for personal use by Europeans settling in the Protectorate 
or marrying into it, or persons classed with them; rice, salt meat, salted and 
dried fish 3 animals for breeding purposes and for use, seeds for sowing, living 
plants, manures, disinfectants, fodder, harness for riding and driving, wire 
Sor fencing, wire netting ; agricultural machines and spare parts thereof, agri- 
cultural implements ; hand luggage of European and similar travellers ; 
articles of clothing, body linen, travelling outfits, photographic apparatus (also 
a small supply of plates), a small supply of articles of food, &c., which travellers 
carry with them for their own use ; worn articles of clothing, and worn body 
linen, so far as they are not imported for sale ; service uniforms ; wrapping and 
packing materials ; printed books, printed or written paper, tickets, advice 
notes, record paper, &c. ; coffins, grave stones and grave ornaments ; coins and 
money tokens, the circulation of which is permitted in the Protectorate ; 
samples of no commercial value; pictures, framed or not, statues; filters ; 
building wood, and all other building materials, such as stone, earth, lime, 
cement, girders, corrugated sheets, roof covering (Dachpappen), finished houses, 
Sc. ; ice; mineral waters. 


Prohilited Articles. 


Opium, except for medicinal purposes; weapons, ammunition 


and explosives, except for the personal use of non-natives. 





FRENCH CONGO. 


H.M. Consul at Boma (Hon. W. G. Thesiger) has forwarded 








to the Board of Trade a statement sbowing the 
official valuations upon which ad valorem export 
duties are assessed in the case of certain articles 


Export Duties 
and Valuations. 
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exported from French Congo. This statement may be consulted 
by British traders interested on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 


The valuation tariff is subject to half-yearly revision. 





FRANCE (INDO-CHINA). 


The “Journal Officiel de JIndo-Chine Francaise” of 5th 
Cust Dut April, 1909, contains two Decrees of the 
stoms Auty On Governor-General of Indo-China, dated 22nd 
owedeelarntge te Igating in that Colony tw 
Calcium Carbide. arch. promulgating in that Colony two 
French Laws fixing the Customs duty on 
cassava and on calcium carbide respectively. The first of these 
Laws (noted at p. 429 of the “Board of Trade Journal” of 
27th August, 1908) provided for the establishment of a Customs 
duty at the rate of 7 francs per 100 kilogrammes on cassava 
(manioc), crude or dried; the second (noted at p. 567 of the 
‘Board of Trade Journal” of 17th December, 1908) provided 
that calcium carbide was to be dutiable at the rate of 9 francs per 
100 kilogs. under the General Tariff, and 6 francs per 100 
kilogs. under the Minimum Tariff. 





PORTUGAL 


The Portuguese “ Diario do Governo” of 10th May contains 
a Royal Decree, dated 29th April, authorising 


ar the importation of 23,000,000 kilogrammes of 
0 een foreign maize, up to 3lst July, for consumption 

vcr oat age f within the kingdom. The Customs duty on 
Authorised. 


maize imported under the terms of this Decree 
is fixed at 1 real per kilogramme. 





AUSTRIA-HUNGARY: 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
Nicisbitetiemnen information to the effect that the Ministerial 
i entiation Order of the 21st October, 1908, prohibiting the 
nial +e of exportation from or transit through Austria- 
War Material Hungary and Bosnia and Herzegovina of war 

withdrawn material destined for Servia or Montenegro has 
been cancelled by an Order dated llth May, 

1909. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA (PHILIPPINE ISLANDS). 


With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 418 of the 
‘* Board of Trade Journal ” for the 26th Novem- 
ber last, respecting the importation into the 
Philippine Islands of foods greened with copper 
salts, the Board of Trade are now in receipt of 
copy of a further Decision under the Philippine Pure Food and 
Drugs Act amending the Decision reported in tke above notice and 
providing that, until further notice, foods greened with copper 
salts, but which do not contain an excessive amount of copper. and 
which are otherwise suitable for food, will be allowed entry into 
the Philippine Islands, if the label bears the statement that sul- 
phate of copper or other copper salts have been used to colour the 
food. 


Entry of Foods 
Greened with 
Copper Salts. 





SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT, 


CYPRUS—-EGYPT: 


Proposed Mail - 
S.S. Service. See p. 417. 





RUSSIA (FINLAND:, 


With reference to the notice on p. 613 of the “‘ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 24th December, 1908, relative to 
the Kemi-Rovaniemi Railway, H.M. Consul at 
Helsingfors (Mr. OU. J. Cooke); reports that 
work on the line recommenced on 4th May. It is expected that 
the laying down of the rails will be finished in July. 

The Kemi-Rovaniemi Railway is not a local line in the ordinary 
sense of the word, says the Consul, but serves the requirements of 
the whole of Lapland south of Lake Enare. Kemi and Rovaniemi 
are centres of trafic in the north of Finland; at Rovaniemi 
several important lines of river and road communication meet. 
The district benefited by the railway covers some 13,500,000 
acres, but the resident population is said to be only about 40,000 
Finns, who, however, live close to the rivers. 

At this northern latitude all corn, &c. has to be imported from 
places further south, and the whole of this import is carried on vid 
Rovaniemi. The transport of flour, salt, &c., will probably, there- 
fore, be important in the direction of Kemi-Rovaniemi, whereas 
freights in the opposite direction will consist mainly of reindeer 
flesh and hides, game, salmon, &c., as well as timber, charcoal and tar 
from the forests of the Grand Duchy. : 


Kemi-Rovaniemi 
Railway. 
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SWEDEN. 


Referring to the notice on p. 393 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ” 
of 20th May relative to the re-opening of Baltic 
gg one Ag ports, the British Vice-Consul at Umea (Mr. A. 
Holmsund Grahn) reports that navigation at that port and 

, at Hulmsund was open about 15th May. 





FRANCE. 


H.M. Consul at Rouen (Mr. C. Clipperton) has forwarded a copy of 
the new regulations and tariff for towing vessels, 
recently issued by the Chamber of Commerce of 
. the port of St. Nazaire. These regulations may 
a sete at be seen by British firms interested on aii 
ee tion at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 

the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


The following information is from the report by H.M. Consul at 
Bordeaux (Mr. R. D. G. Macdonald) on the trade of that district 
in 1908, which will shortly be issued :-— 

Delay in discharging coal from vessels on to the right bank of the 
Garonne has continued to give cause for com- 


New Regulations 
and Tariff 


— plaint. A new masonry quay, 894 ft. in 
* ora length, placed at the service of vessels in 


November, 1908, and a fourth railway line on 
the quays represent the actual practical outcome of various projects 
for the relief of congestion. A further masonry quay of 92 metres 
(300 ft.) is now being added, but will not be completed till the end of 
1909. ‘here is, however, good reason to hope that a further addition 
of 328 ft. of quay will be undertaken at once. The rest of the six 
new berths considered necessary for the port are included in 
a general plan now being drawn up which includes extensive 
works, such as a forward harbour and a new canal giving entrance 
to the docks at Gratequina, some miles down the river. The 
Minister of Public Works has promised that half the total expenses 
(some 2,000,000/.) shall be borne by the State. During the 
interval that must elapse before these projects can be elaborated 
and carried into execution, and until the new coaling wharves 
are made, shipping will continue to suffer from delay as often as 
large numbers of vessels arrive simultaneously in port. The 
Orleans Railway Company have undertaken, however, to place a 
certain number of automatic weigh-bridges on their quay line; 
this will considerably shorten the process of discharging coal. 


Work on the new docks, which was suspended during part of 
1908 owing to litigation, was resumed towards the close of the 
year. There is likely to be delay in their completion, as arrange- 
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ments must be made for connecting them with the new circle 
railway that has been decided on, and respecting which the 
negotiations with the Midi Railway Company have met with 
-considerable difficulty. 





CRETE. 


The following information is from the report by H.M. Vice- 
‘Consul at Canea (Mr. E. C. Wyldbore Smith) on the trade of Crete 
in 1908, which will shortly be issued :— 


A drawback to British trade is the continued ahsence of a direct 
YN a fo Direct line of steamers between Crete and United 
oe Kingdom ports. Consequently importers and 


C -S. tion  °XPorters are obliged to forward their goods vid 
aay Pireus or Syra. Agricultural products are 


adie ' exported to the United Kingdom im sailin 
United Kingdom. tie, a method somewhat isiptaiahetin with the 
requirements of modern commerce. 

The Italian Steam Navigation and the Austrian Lloyd Companies 
find it profitable to send their vessels to Canea every week, both on 
their way to and from Pirzeus; British companies whose vessels 
touch at Pirzeus or Syra might include Canea or Suda Bay in their 
‘ itinerary, say, once a month, even if only on the outward journey. 

Prior to the establishment of the Italian services between Crete 
and Italy, Italian trade with Crete occupied only a secondary 
position ; this, however, is no longer the case. 

It is to be noted, that, owing to the gradual silting up of the 
three chief ports, merchant vessels, except those of very small ton- 
nage, are obliged to lie outside and discharge and load cargo 
from lighters. 
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MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


A formal investigation was held at St. George’s Hall, Liverpool, on 
Enaui a 13th, 14th, 15th, and 17th May, into the explo- 
nquiry under sion of a boiler that occurred at Liverpool on 
che Boiler 23rd January last. The C issioners f 
Explosions Acts. 7 y last. ommissioners found 
that the explosion was caused by overheating 
due to scale in the tube, rendering the tube unable to withstand 
the pressure at which it was being worked. ‘The owners of the 
boiler, the works manager, and the works fitter, were found to 
blame for the explosion, and were ordered to pay 40l., 101., and 51., 
respectively, towards the costs of the investigation. 





CHINA. 


The following information is from the report by H.M. Consul at 
Kiukiang (Mr. E. T. C. Werner) on the trade of that district in 
1908, which will shortly be issued :—- 

The richness of the Kan Chou district in copper deposits and their 
me very high value have been amply proved by 
Copper Mining the investigations of an expert mining engineer 


in Kan Chou “sie! : 
District, engaged by the Chinese provincial Govern- 


The copper exists under most extraordinary conditions, probably 
resulting from an expansion of gases in the interior of the earth 
pushing the granite to the surface and bringing with it masses of 
sulphur, which, gradually evaporating, left the deposits of copper. 

The hills where the copper is found, called Ch’ang Pai Ling, 
have previously been unsuccessfully worked by Chinese mining 
engineers, who sank their shafts in the wrong places, apparently 
mistaking stone coloured by iron for copper. 

The ore veins in these hills are in some places 9 feet wide. 
The most important deposits are the low-grade ores, in which are 
embedded blocks of rich ore, the former being themselves embedded 
in barren stone. These blocks of rich ore near the surface indicate 
continuous veins at a depth of about 150 feet. The samples 
obtained contained 30 to 40 per cent. of copper. 

The Chines. engineers have reached a depth of about 75 ft., and 
with their present primitive methods they will not be able to go 
much deeper. They must therefore stop altogether or continue on 
modern scientific lines. If the mine were properly equipped with 
machinery to sink a shaft in the northern hill to a depth of 200 ft., 
and another in the northern conglomerate hill to a depth of 240 ft., 
it is practically certain, says the Consul, that both ores and natural 
copper would be found. The existing shafts prove that there is 
ore for 350 ft., carrying also some silver, and the deepest points 
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show improvement. Metallic copper is found in paying quantities 
in the conglomerate hill, and the geological indications are that 
under this hill will be found the same vein with rich ore as is now 
mined in the shafts in the northern property. Proving the exist- 
ence of the mineral ore vein under this conglomerate hill would 
show that the vein must continue for over 3,000 ft. from the shafts 
made by the Chinese engineers; and this would constitute a mine 
of great wealth. 


It is proposed to reach the ore by driving a vertical shaft to a 
depth of 200 ft., and at points 75, 150 and 200 ft. deep making 
horizontal drives to the west to tap the rich ore in the mineral vein. 
The natural copper-bearing stone when found can be examined and 
tested in the laboratories at Nan Ch’ang or in the sampling works 
already established close to the mountains. The metallurgical 
treatment of the conglomerates with proper machinery would be 
cheap ; the wages--15 to 20 c. per day—are very much lower than 
those in most mining districts. ! 





JAPAN. 


‘The Report of the Yokohama Board of Trade for the year 1908 
contains the following particulars of the 
principal descriptions of machinery and rail- 
way material imported into Japan during 
the years 1907 and 1908 :— 


. 


Imports of 
Machinery and 
Railway Material. 

















— | 1907. | 1908 

Yen. Yen. 
Electric dynamos and motors.. 1,772,557 2,049,648 
Locomotives, tenders and parts thereof 1,912,218 2,246,435 
Spinning machines and parts thereof 3,842,483 7,330,209 
Steam boilers and engines 2,814,397 3,098,383 
Turning lathes ... eee 1,014,560 911,772 
Rails 4,828,502 5,071,446 

Railway passenger cars, “freight w agons and 

parts thereof . ean one ona one 1,021,513 1,437,488 
Parts of electric cars 558,532 462,035 
Steam turbines ... 1,005,967 750,414 
Pumping machines 1,087,939 912,812 
Lifting machines “a 1,073,138 1,139,178 
Paper-making machinery 808,851 1,656,905 
Sewing machines 751,113 362,018 








Yen = 2s, 03d. 
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YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


BRITISH INDIA, 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the monthly return 
issued by the Indian Government, showing the 
and Weaving quantity of cotton yarn spun, and of cotton 
Returne woven goods produced, in each Province of 
British India, and in the Native States, during 

February of each of the years 1907, 1908, and 1909. 
The following is a summarised statement extracted from the 


above return, giving particulars for the eleven months ended 
February, 1907, 1908, and 1909 :— 


Cotton Spinning 





Eleven Months ended February. 














1907. | 1908. 1909. 

BRITISH INDIA AND NATIVE 

STATES. 

Cotton yarn spun .. Lbs. | 601,400,613 | 685,844,521 | 599,864,468 
Grey and bleached piece | " 125,187,048 142,976,237 | 141,379,719 
goods bee ... (== Yards; 549,380,271 626,191,872 | 625,601,250 
seer a niet ,  Lbs.| 25,396,644 29,324,386 | 32,514,783 
— _o **) =Vards | 103,346,133 | 120,532,697 | 129,184,273 
Grey and coloured goods — » , - 
iiner them-aeen en is | Lbs.| 1,350,548 1,714,063 | 1,461,552 
Hosiery ih m 755,857 700,006 578,709 
Miscellaneous goods see m | 276,375 180,822 226,378 








2 


* The quantities of “coloured piece goods” and of “grey and coloured goods 
(other than piece goods)” produced in the Native States not being separately 
stated, the total amounts are included in the figures given for ‘‘ coloured piece goods,”’ 





AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
Corn Prices. the week ended the 22nd May, 1909, were 
as follows :— 
Wheat ... ode oes . 428. 8d, 
Barley ... sue oe | etek 
Gets ~~... o¢e ove ... 208. 11d. 


For further particulars see p. 454. 


A statement is published on p. 455, showing the quantities of 

. the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
pow een ~ imported into the United Kingdom during the 
’ ‘ week ended the 22nd May, 1909, as well as of 


the imports during the corresponding week of 1908. 
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FRANCE (CORSICA), 


The following information is from the report by H.M. Consul at 
Ajaccio (Mr. W. J. Holmes) on the trade of Corsica in 1908, which 
will shortly be issued :—— 

Some experiments in cotton growing in Corsica have been made in 
recent years. ‘The first attempts were not satis- 


coe P factory, but the results obtained in 1908 were 
Experiments. more encouraging, and proved that, ‘‘ botanic- 


ally” at least, it is possible to grow cotton in 
Corsica. Both Egyptian and American varieties were tried, but the 
former were found to be too backward for the climate. Of the two 
American varieties planted, ‘‘ Excelsior” and ‘ Mississippi,” the 
former gave the best results, maturing a fortnight earlier than the 
latter. Sown in May, the plants flowered towards the end of July 
and picking began about 20th September. About } hectare (4 acre) 
was sown, and produced, it is said, 450 kilogs. of balls, yielding 1574 
kilogs. of staple. Samples of this cotton were sent to Havre, where 
it was classed and valued as follows :—‘ Class, middling good ; 
staple, fine but very short ; description, white, shiny ; value, 60 frs. 
per 50 kilogs.” (2/. 8s. per 110 lbs., equivalent to 54d. per Ib.). 

It is proposed to make some further experiments this year in the 
neighbourhood of Ajaccio, 





SPAIN. 


H.M. Consul at Seville (Mr. A. L. Keyser) reports that agricul- 
tural prospects in that district are favourable. 
It is expected that crops of all kinds will be 
; above the average. ‘T'he olive trees have good 

Seville. blossom, and cereals show much _ promise. 
Locusts have again made an appearance, but an active campaign 
is being conducted for their extermination in time to prevent 
damage. With this end in view the Government are endeavouring 
to entorce the law of 21st May, 1908, but many landowners fail 
to yield adequate assistance. 


Agricultural 
Prospects at 





MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended 20th May, 1909, 
Cotton Statistics. was 67,571 (including 97 bales British West 
Indian, 1,207 bales British West African, and 
128 bales British East African), and the number imported during 
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Miscellaneous. 





the twenty weeks ended the 20th May was 2,074,158 (including 4,037 
bales British West Indian, 5,421 bales British West African, 3,381 
bales British East African, and 282 bales foreign East African). 
The number of bales exported during the week ended the 20th 
May was 3,449, and during the twenty weeks 115,505. 

For further details see p. 404. 





CAPE COLONY, 


With reference to the notice on p. 40 of the ‘ Board of Trade 
: Journal ” of lst April relative to the conditions 
: Brompton of = of exemption of sheep and cattle dips from the 
Sheep and Cattle Aint ‘half; RUMBLE ae 
ian Minn Dabant patent medicine tax in Uape Colony, the vape 
s dicine T of Good Hope Government Gazette” of 30th 
edieme 2X. April publishes a notice to the effect that, in 
view of the near approach of East African Coast fever, and the 
desirability of encouraging the use of dips as far as possible, the 
Cape Government have decided that all sheep and cattle dips shall 
be exempted from the licence and stamp duty applicable to patent 
or proprietary medicines until further notice, irrespective of the 
claims made in regard to the remedial, curative or preventative 
qualities of such dips. 





NETHERLANDS. 


H.M. Consul at Rotterdam (Mr. H. Turing), has forwarded the 
following figures relating to the bulb trade 
Bulb Trade. of Holland during the years 1907 and 






































1908 :— 
aoe | 1907. 1908. 
Imports from— | Tons. Tons. 
United Kingdom... i, vin ae ial 547 359 
United States of America sa oe pro 205 199 
Germany and Austria ... 48 37 
France, Belgium, one Spain, 1 ‘Portugal, aif 

Greece eee ' ‘ sea 446 340 
Other Countries ... ove eee ove coe] 27 31 

Total ... we — io non aah 1,273 966 

ié Se . 
Exports to—- 
United Kingdom... ies bes _ mes 6,341 5,029 
Germany and Austria bas oe oes 3,968 4,179 
Sweden, Norway, and Denmark| eee oes 1,049 1,183 
Russia ‘4 ae _ 361 430 
France, Belgium, Italy, Spain, Portugal, 

Greece, and Turkey... eon _ ee 718 743 
United States of America aan sae — 2,825 2,730 
Other Countries ... oes hee cos o.| 17 39 

! amend — 

Total ... | 
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A rapid advance in the volume of trade has occurred since the 
year 1898, when the imports amounted to only 552 tons, while 
the exports reached 6,902 tons. 

In drawing conclusions from the above figures it must be taken 
into consideration that they comprise all kinds of products which 
form part of the bulb trade in the fullest sense of the word. Further, 
it must be borne in mind that consignments by parcel post are not 
included, although it should be stated that their number is decreas- 
ing; it has been the practice of late years to send parcels packed in 
bulk to various forwarding agents abroad for distribution to the 
several consignees, and such consignments are included in the 
exports shown above. 





GERMANY. 


The following information is from the report by H.M. Consul- 
General at Berlin (Mr. P. von Schwabach) on the trade of that 
district in 1908, which will shortly be issued :— 


The motor car industry was necessarily subject to the effect of the 
eal — poe twiaisi or esaaen and consequently 
Seinaiahiee ailed to achieve any favourable results in 1908. 
od Every effort notwithstanding, it was impossible 
to overcome the after-effects of over-production. Attempts at 
stimulating sales by improving and cheapening cars were of 
no avail. Some of the great electrical companies made special 
efforts to put a first-class article on the market at a moderate 
price, and with this object in view they proceeded to reorganise 
their works by means of the centralisation of various departments 
and by affiliation with manufacturers of celebrated makes likely to 
command a ready sale in the future. 

Experiments are being carried on in Berlin with a new type of 
electrically-driven motor-omnibuses; when fully charged these 
vehicles can carry 36 passengers a distance of over 60 miles at an 
average speed of 12} miles per hour, but, inasmuch as the working 
expenses are very heavy, it is considered that they would be run at 
a profit only on lines with plenty of short distance traffic. 

A special feature of the past year was the introduction into 
German South-West Africa of a 45 horse-power passenger car by 
the German Imperial Colonial Office. All four wheels are driven, 
and in the course of a lengthy trial trip of nearly 1,000 miles over 
hilly country and through deep sand the vehicle proved to be 
thoroughly efficient. The military authorities have placed some- 
what extensive orders for various makes of motor cars, especially 
of the Renard type of road trains. 
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SPAIN. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 11th April publishes a Royal Order, 
dated 7th April, issued by the Ministerio de. 


pcan Instruccién Pablica y Bellas Artes, to the. 
Decimal Standard effect that weighing machines and lever scales 
for Weighing must not bear any other indication than that of 
iaiea aoa the metric system, and that any existing 
nprmcengealh ay weighing apparatus provided with more than 


one standard of calculation shall have all but the 
metrical obliterated, otherwise they will not be tested by the 
Inspector of Weights and Measures. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following particulars of a new process for the manufacture- 

a aiiediy: te of white lead are from the report by the 

wuts tags tg British Vice-Consul at Detroit (Mr. H. G. 

of White Lead Meredith) on the trade of that district in 1908, 
‘which will shortly be issued :— 

The time taken from the entrance of the pig lead into the smelter 
on the top floor to its reappearance as a finished product at the 
bottom is six days. After passing from the melting furnace, the 
lead is sent to a tank on the floor below where it is crushed into. 
a soft blue gritless mass. ‘Thence it goes down into tanks where 
further agitation with water and steam transforms the mass into a 
yellow compound of glowing fineness. The product is then sent to 
another floor, where by a series of rotating cylinders it is treated 
with carbon-dioxide gas and bleached. From these cylinders, 
after 26 hours’ constant agitation, the product is sent to the 
precipitating tables, where it is washed, the unfinished particles 
(if any) being sent to the cistern with all refuse water, 
which is pumped to the top and used over again, every part 
of the raw material being thus utilised. The moving of the pro- 
duct is done entirely by the force of gravity. From the precipitat- 
ing table the lead, now a spotless white, is taken to the drying 
beds—immense shallow pans of white canvas. 

Not more than six men are required to work the plant, which 
turns out 6,000 tons of white lead a week. 


COLOMBIA. 


Adverting to the notice on p. 657 of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” 
Industri f of 25th June, 1908, relative to textile industries 
ry - at Medellin, H.M. Legation in Colombia have 
wee furnished the following further information on 

the subject of these and other industries there :— 
One textile factory has been working for about five years. 
Both spinning and weaving are carried on. Grey domestics, grey 
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drills and coloured cottons of various descriptions are also manu- 
factured. The coloured yarn is imported. There are 102 looms at 
work, and 100 more have been ordered from the United Kingdom.. 
Goods are disposed of as fast as they can be produced. 

Another company started work about six months ago. It pro- 
duces the same class of goods as the above-mentioned company, but 
as yet does no weaving. ‘There are 30 looms working, and 50: 
more have,been ordered. Hosiery and underwear are also made. 

A third company carries on hand-weaving, and turns out coarse 
goods of cotton, wool and native fibre (cabuya). These goods can 
compete with imported articles owing to special privileges and 
exemptions enjoyed in connection with the importation of 
machinery and raw materials, and to the heavy import duties levied 
on the manufactured articles. 

Glass and earthenware are also manufactured, and there are 
several iron foundries in the district, some of which work with 
materials obtained locally and some with imported bar iron. A 
match factory was (13th March) being put up and was expected 
shortly to commence work. Hats (Panam4é) are made in the 
district and are exported in considerable quantities. About 
- 120,000 bags of coffee are exported annually, and the yearly export: 
of gold is between 600,000/. and 700,000/. 





BRAZIL, 


H.M. Legation in Brazil report that the ‘“‘ Messager de Sao Paulo” 
Possible in a recent issue drew attention to the 
entiatnien a possibilities of using the bromelia for the 
p manufacture of paper. The bromelia flourishes 
aper from the Se ia it MN ae cae 
Bromelia Plant, ™°"8 t é littoral o razil and often grows 
densely in the neighbourhood of ports. At 
the port of Sado Jodo da Barra, the shores of the bay, for a 
distance of some 60 kilometres, are entirely covered with these 
plants, the supply of which would appear inexhaustible. From 
the product of these natural plantations paper of a superior 
quality could be made, and one kind of bromelia could be used for 
the manufacture of fine stuffs, while its export in a natural state 
would, according to the “‘ Messager.” be remunerative. 
In certain parts, of the interior the extent of the plantations 
suitable for the production of wood pulp might give rise to new 
industries. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
Various Ports ot the United Kingdom during the week and 20 weeks ended 
20th May, 1909 :— 


























| Week ended 20 Weeks Week ended 20 Weeks 
sini | 20th Ma ended || 20th Ma ended 
| 1909, | 20th May, || ““ro99 7”. | 20th May, 
| , 1909, ‘ 1909. 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 
Bales. Bales. Bales. Bales. 
American 46,674 1,705,913 875 76,336 
Brazilian : 114 8,675 — 2,067 
East Indian ... 451 52,091 [44 15,756 
Egyptian... 18,312 275,952 2,10 18,622 
Miscellaneous 2.020* 31,527+ 250 2,724 
Total 67,571 | 2,074,158 3,449 115,505 
| 

















* Including 97 bales British West: Indian, 1,207 bales British West African and 
128 bales British East African. 
+ Including 4,037 bales British West Indian, 5,421 bales British West African, 
3,381 bales British East African and 282 bales foreign East African. 
NoTe.—Cotton “in transit” or “ for transhipment under bond,” if described 
as such in the ships’ reports, is not included in this return, 





Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended 22nd May, 1909, and corresponding weeks of the 
seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 











Average Price. 

Wheat. Barley. Oats. 

a «& & ad. & ad. 

‘Week ended 22nd May, 1909 412 8 27 0 20 11 
Corresponding week in— . 

1902 ... See ove 316 ae 22 10 

1908 ... 27 «8 23 7 18 5& 

1904 ... 26 9 19 8 16 7 

1905 ... 30 Il 24 4 18 8 

1906 ... 30 «64 246 63 “0 2 

1907 ... 29 7. 24 3 20 5 

1908 ... 338 25 9 18 10 














* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, 


provides that where returns of 


purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be mace at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 


and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats, 
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1909. | 
Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural Produce 
imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 22nd May, 1909, 
together with the quantities imported in the corresponding week of the 

previous year. 
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Week ended | Correspond- 
—_— 22nd May, | ing Week in 
1909. 1908. 
Animal's, living :— 
Oxen, bulls. cows and calves Number 5,306 4,020 
Sheep and lambs 9 - — 
Swine oe ” -~ 7” 
Horses - 347 312 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef (including refrigerated and frozen) Cwts 86 541 $9,354 
-- = - . " ” — 130,286 
or ” , 916 5,139 
Meat unenumerated, fresh (including re- ‘ 13,345 13,028 
frigerated and frozen ) 
‘Salted or ee meat :— 
— om dot Cwts 76,645 93,753 
eef 1,707 1,408 
Hams : 81800 19,508 
ork i ; 014 7,620 
Meat, unenumerated, salted . : 761 1,097 
» preserved otherwise than bj - salting . 8,398 19,450 
(including tinned and canned 
Dairy Produce and substitutes :— 
Butter és Cwts 64,589 68,457 
Margarine 7 15,121 15,704 
heese a 21,745 27,372 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums 5 — _ 
» cream ~ 123 96 
5, condensed , vip * 16,759 15,631 
» preserved, other kinds _ ove 167 111 
Eggs We ..| Grt. Hundr. 348,962 339,922 
a Value £ 8,682 5,555 
“Game , 1,571 3,518 
Rabbits, dead (fresh and frozen) Cwts. 6,979 6.407 
Lard ia os 38,351 32,828 
Corn, grain, “meal, ‘and flour :— 
Wheat Cwts. 1,487,100 1,694.000 
Wheat meal and flour.. a 192,000 165,300 
wr ‘ ‘ 281,300 120,700 
ats 353.000 204.900 
Peas a 41,750 22,590 
eans... vie : 6,350 4,140 
‘ a. or Indian corn ... : 477,700 459,100 
ruit, raw 
Apples ... eve Cwts 16,169 29,701 
Apricots and peaches én - —_ _— 
Bananas . ; Bunches 153,925 131,495 
Cherries ... wee Cwts 2,642 1,375 
urrants ” _ = 
Gooseberries i 159 265 
Grapes * 77 119 
Lemons ... me 23.807 20,402 
so ig _ ma 149,149 152,844 
ears ; 114 55 
Plums . — — 
Strawberries i. 283 996 
Unenu merated . . 1,315 1,703 
ae Tons bo 552 
raw ne . 28 30 
Moss litter .. : 1,775 1,304 
Hops _ Cwts 1,337 3,708 
Locust beans , * 1,200 15,055 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions ‘ ° ; Bushels 135.815 120,797 
Potatoes coe ‘ Cwts. 88.959 191 966 
Tomatoes 18,908 25,944 
Unenumerated . Value £ 10,907 14,648 
Vegetables, dried .. Cwts 5,239 1,222 
" preserved by canning cee ca 9,139 3,078 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 
TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 


the United Kingdom for the month of April, 1909, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of ls. 5d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ;.or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that two volumes and a. 
Supplement of the ‘‘ Annual Statement of the Trade of the United 
Kingdom with Foreign Countries and British Possessions” for the 
year 1907 have been issued, and may be purchased at any of the 
addresses enumerated above at a cost of 5s. 7d. for the first volume, 
3s. 4d. for the second volume, and 3s. 10d. for the supplement. This 
publication, which contains much more detailed and exhaustive in- 
formation than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, gives in the 
first volume abstract tables for the years 1903-1907, and detailed 
statements of imports and exports of each article (from and to 
each country), in the second volume details as to Customs 


revenue, transhipments and articles in bond, with particulars of 


the trade of the United Kingdom with each foreign country and 
British possession, and of the trade at each port of the United 
Kingdom, and in the Supplement abstract and detailed tables 
showing countries of consignment of imports and countries of 
ultimate destination of exports. 


BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

The “ Board of Trade Labour Gazette”* is published by the 
Board of Trade on the 16th of each month. The following are 
among the more important articles which appear in the May 
issue :—State of the Labour Market in April; Rise in the 
Price of Wheat and Bread; Farnings in the Cotton Industry ; 
Employment in the United States in 1908; German Labour 
Colonies in 1908; Trade Unions in 1905-7; Coal production and 
consumption ; Recent cases under the Conciliation Act. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following Consular Reports of the Annual Series have been 
issued during the past week :— 


No. 4212. Commerce and Industry of Hungary in 1907-8. 


Harvest ; cattle. &c. Difficulties in the way of 
‘Tobacco crop. foreign trade, 
Decrease in flour export. New industries. 
[mports trom United King- Railways. 

dom, Prices of articles of food, &c. 

No. 4,216.. Trade of Changsha in 1908. 

Little or no direct trade with Antimony refining. 

foreign countries. Unhampered export of rice. 
Increase in antimony exports. Decreased import of opium. 








* It can be purchased through any newsagent, price ld. 
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Government Publications. 











OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Transvaal. Convention (dated lst April, 1909) between the 
diovernor of the Transvaal and the Portuguese Province of Mozam- 
bique. [Od. 4587.| Price 1$d. 





FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 

THE following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
the lst January, 1909. may be obtained from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Fetter Lane, London, B.C. 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in Italic type. 






































No. | Place. Price}| No, Place. Price 
. | 
| EUROPE— | —- 
Austria-Hungary : China: | 
4212 | Hungary, 1907-8... woe| 20, || 4185 | | Antung 1908 oes wee, Bhd. 
| 4216 | Changsha, 1908 ... — ...| 1d. 
Belgium : | 4190 | Nanning, 1907-8... | Id. 
4182 | Antwerp, Shipping, 1908 ...| 6d.) | 
| Japan: 
Denmark : 672 | Raw Silk Industry and 
4211 | Finances, 19U7-8 ... soe | DHA. Habutae (Japanese Manu- 
| Jactured Silk) ... | Bd. 
France and Colonies: | 674 | Matting Industry .. | 4d. 
4206 | Budget Report for 1909 ...| 23d.|| 675 | Sugar eanaied” of South 
4194 Pondicherry, 1908 . ick Formosa, 1908 ... ---| 1$d. 
4205 | Silk Trade of ‘Lyons and | 676 | Mining Industry in . the) 

St. Etienne, 1908.. | 3d. Hokkaido ... oe oo.| 13d. 
| Italy : | | Persia: | 
4183 | Southern Italy, 1908 .»| Ld. || 4184 | Azerbaijan, 1906-8 . -| 2d. 

673 


Agriculture of Southern’ 4179 | Bushire, 1907-8... ooo] 44. 
Italy sot na ove | 20. | 


Netherlands and Colonies: AMERICA, NORTH— 











| 
| 
4203 | Amsterdam, 1908 ... | 2d. || | | 
4196 | Balik Pappan, Koetei and | Mexico 
| Dutch East Borneo ...| $d. || 4189 | Budget Report for 1909-10 | 2d. 
| | 4200 | Progreso, 1908 oon veo) $d. 
| Portugal and Colonies: | | | 
4181 | Goa, 1907... | 1d. || | : 
| : | | United States: | 
.Russia: || 4192 | New York, New Jersey, 
4198 Batoum, 1908 ees oe | 23d.) | Rhode Island and Con- 
| | | | necticut, 1908... wee} 19d. 
| Sweden : : | 4199 | Savannah, 1908... | 3d. 
4186 | Finances, ME, ses? ince | 
| Switzerland: |_| AMERICA, SOUTH— 
4178 | Budget Report for 1909 .../ 1d. | 
Colombia: 
Turkey : 4187 | | Finances one wee] 13d. 
4197 | Adrianople, 1908... we} ld. || 4195 | | Santa Marta, 1908 . aca ae 
4188 | Constantinople, 1908 ooo | Sd. | | 
AFRICA— WEST INDIES— 
4193 | Port Sudan, 1908 .... vee| $d. |} 4180 | | Cuba, 1907 ... - «| 1d. 
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Government Publications. 





Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series, issued by the Foreign Office 
nce Ist January, 1909, may be obtained from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, London, E.C. :— 





10 


11 


12 


No. 





Price. 











Uuited Kingdom. 

Accession of the United Kingdom to the International Con- 
vention signed at Berne, 26th September, 1906, prohibiting 
the use of White (Yellow) nr in the Manufacture 
of Matches Sia ane me woe 


Germany. 
Declaration between the United Kingdom and Germany 
referring the delimitation of the Southern boundary of 
the British Territory of Walfish Bay to arbitration 


Spain. 
Exchange of Notes between the United Kingdom and Spain 
renewing for a further period of five years the Arbitration 
Agreement signed at London, 27th February, 1904 


Italy. 
Exchange cf Notes between the United Kingdom and Italy 
renewing for a further period of five years the Arbitration 
Agreement signed at Rome, Ist February, 1904 


Bulgaria. 
Additional Agreement between the United Kingdom and 
Bulgaria modifying the Convention of Commerce, Customs 
Duties, and Navigation, of 9th December, 1905 


Turkey. 
Protocol between the United Kingdom, Austria-Hungary, 
France, Germany, I[taly, Russia and ataitind aren 
Turkish Customs Duties see one 


Mexico. 

Convention between the United Kingdom and Mexico, 
supplementary to the Parcel Post Convention of 
25th February, 1897, signed at Mexico Ist December, 1908. 

Accession of Mexico to the Declaration respecting Maritime 
Law, signed at Paris 16th April, 1856 , ose _ 


Hayti. 
Abrogation of the Convention between the United Kingdom 
and Hayti of 6th April, 1906, respecting nationality 


Colombia. 

Agreement between the Un ted Kingdom and Colombia pro- 
viding for the Settlement by Arbitration of Certain 
Classes of Questions which may arise between the two 
Governments wes ~— 6 ose 





International Agreement respecting the creation of an 
International Office of Public Health 


International Radiotelegraphic Convention 











ld. 


4d. 


hd. 


ad. 
hd. 


1 
id. 


N= 
S 


1d. 
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Confidential Information. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade has: 
for several years been in the habit of forwarding to Chambers of 
Commerce for the confidential use of their members, but not for 
publication, information (chiefly as to openings abroad for British 
trade) to which it has appeared desirable in the interests of 
British trade to draw attention confidentially. The plan met 
with general approval, and in order to attain more fully the 
purpose of the Board, namely, to reach all British manufac- 
turers or traders interested, it was decided, on the recom- 
mendation of the Commercial Intelligence Committee, to sup- 
plement the above-mentioned system by opening at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., a 
Register of British firms who might desire to receive confidential 
information relative to their respective trades. The Register was. 
opened in January, 1907, and a considerable number of British 
firms have since applied and had their names entered. Other 
British firms desiring to have their names entered on this Register 
should fill up and forward to the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
a form of application, copies of which may be obtained at the 
offices of the Branch. 

The admission to the Register, as well as the retention upon. it, 
of any firm is at the discretion of the Board of Trade. 

No charge is made for information supplied, but every firm 
admitted to the Register is required to become a subscriber to the 
‘“ Board cf Trade Journal” (and to register as such with the sale 
agents, Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Limited, Fetter Lane, London, 
E.C.), in order to ensure that those who are desirous of receiving 
such confidential information should first be in possession of all 
the official information relating to their particular trade which 
is published in that Journal. The annual subscription to the 
Journal, including postage, is 15s. 2d. 

The present scheme is provisional and experimental, and its 
continuance and future development will depend on the results of 
experience. 

Note.—Apart from the special Register, the Branch is always 
ready to answer, as far as possible, enquiries on specific questions 
in the interest of British trade. 





Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of 
the Board of Trade (73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and classified in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. On application being made to it either 
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‘COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH OF THE BOARD OF TRADE -— cont. 


personally or by letter, the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, 
information with regard to the following subjects, viz. : Commercial 
Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and 
‘Customs Regulations ; Lists of Firms Abroad engaged in particular 
lines of business in different localities; Foreign and Colonial 
Contracts open to Tender ; Sources of Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade 
Products ; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations concerning 
Commercial Travellers, &c., &c. 

There is a Sample Room at the offices of the Branch, where, in 
addition to samples illustrative of reports of H.M. Consuls or of 
the Correspondents or Special Commissioners of the Board of 
“Trade, specimens of specia] interest that may be received from 
India, the Colonies, &c., are exhibited from time to time. 

The Government of Canada has established, in proximity to 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch, at 73, Basinghall Street, a 
special office for dealing with trade matters (see below). 

The ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the 
public. The “Journal” is issued weekly at the price of 3d. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C.; in Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver and Boyd, 
T'weeddale Court; and in Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 116, 
Grafton Street. Copies may also be obtained from Messrs. G. 
Street & Co., Ltd., 30, Cornhill, E.C. 

All communications intended for the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade should be addressed to: The 
Director, Commercial Intelligence Braneh, Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, EC. 





Colonial Trade Enquiry Offices. 


Trade Enquiry Offices are maintained in London by certain 
‘Colonial Governments at the following addresses :— 

Canada ... 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

Commonwealth of Australia 72, Victoria Street, S.W. 

New South Wales ... 128-5, Cannon Street, E.C. 

Victoria st ... Melbourne Place, Strand, W.C. 

Queensland an ... 409, West Strand, W.C. 

South Australia... —— Bishopsgate Street Within, E.C. 

Western Australia aca 15, Victoria Street, S.W. 

Tasmania He Nana Vi ictoria Street, SW. 

New Zealand .... le 13, Victoria Street, S.W. 

Cape of Good = ... 98, Victoria Street, S.W. 

met... ... 26, Victoria Street, S.W. 

Transvaal - ... ¢2, Victoria Street, S.W. 

Orange River Colony ... 121, Victoria Street, S.W. 











